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In a notice on p. 386 will be found a statement 
of the objects and work of the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Branch has been moved from 50, Parliament 
Street to 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 

“ Advantage, London” is the registered telegraphic 
address of the Branch. 

The Temporary Enquiry Office, hitherto at 49, 
Eastcheap, E.C., has also been moved to 73, Basinghall 
Street, H.C. 


The following special trade enquiry offices are also at 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C.:— 
India. Queensland. 


Dominion of Canada. Cape of Good Hope. 
(See “Board of Trade Journal,” 15th December, 
pp. 488-9, or 22nd December, p. 541.) 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE, 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The Board of Directors of the Southern Mahratta Railway Com- 
pany, Limited, are prepared to receive tenders 
Paints, &c. for :— 
1. 37 tons of paints, AXc., 
2. 33 tons of red and white lead, 
3. 3,000 gallons of turpentine, 
as per specifications which may be seen at the offices of the 
Company, 46, Queen Anne’s Gate, 8.W. The charge for each 
specification is one guinea, which will not be returned. 
Tenders must be sent in addressed to the Secretary, marked 
“Tender for Paints, &c.,” or as the case may be, not later than 
12 noon on Tuesday, the 7th March. 


The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the lowest or 
any tender. 
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CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 


Enquiries relating 
to Canadian Trade. 


trade received at the Canadian Government: 


Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., whence further 
‘information regarding them may be obtained :— 


Home Enquiries—A London manufacturer of bronze powders 
of various kinds is desirous of pushing the sale of these goods in 
Canada, and is looking out for selling agents there. 

A London firm desire to get into communication with a reliable 
Canadian firm dealing in sugar and other commodities used by 
confectioners, biscuit bakers, &c., with a view to taking up the 
agency for desiccated cocoanut. 

The addresses of Canadian exporters of skewers, handles for 
hammers, pick shafts, &c., have been enquired for. 


A firm of art metal workers and craftsmen in all metals for’ 


ecclesiastical and domestic use desire to extend their business 
connection with Canada, and ask to be referred to persons 
interested. 

A firm who are likely to be large buyers of butter, cheese and 
eggs for the London market are anxious to get into communica- 
tion with exporters in Canada. 

A correspondent interested in various patents of use to tube 
manufacturers has asked to be placed in communication with 
Canadian firms in the business. 

An engineering firm desire to extend their Canadian business 
in forced draught furnaces for steam boilers, and refuse destructors. 


Canadian Enquiries—A manufacturers’ agent in Montreal is 
seeking’ the representation in Canada of a high class hosiery firm 
or a Belfast linen and canvas firm. 


Enquiry is made by a Canadian firm of agents for names of 


English firms who supply cast iron water and gas pipe, fire clay 
goods such as sewer pipe and fittings, fire br icks, &c., gas engines, 
cast iron valves for water and gas, and water works supplies 
generally. 

Enquiry has been made from Montreal for an English lace 
manufacturer or corset and fancy article exporter desiring 


representation in Canada. 
A Toronto firm desire to get into communication with English 


firms publishing greeting cards, post card albums and post card 


revolving stands, with a view to representing them in the 
Canadian market. 


Note——For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
Victoria Street, S.W. 
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CANADA—continued. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 

Enauiries relatin Government Trade Enquiry Office, 73, Basing- 

to fonadion amet hall Street, E.C., whence further information 
regarding them may be obtained :— 


Home Enquiries—A firm manufacturing silverware, toilet articles 
and similar goods wish to do business in Canada. 

A correspondent possessing a@ connection among capitalists 
wishes to get into communication with a first class firm in Canada 
possessing facilities for securing electric tramway and similar 
concessions. 

A firm manufacturing vinegar, pickles, sauces, &c., wish to do 
business in Canada. 

A firm of timber brokers would be pleased to hear from Canadian 
manufacturers of boxes and cooperage stock. 


Note.—FTor further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Canadian Government Trade 


Enquiry Office, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 





CEYLON. 


The “Ceylon Government Gazette” of 20th January, publishes 

a draft of a proposed Ordinance to raise a loan 

Public Works. of 1,000,000/. for the construction of railway, 

harbour or any public work on which the 

expenditure of the moneys raised under this Ordinance shall be 

approved by resolution of the Legislative Council, for the comple- 

tion of the Colombo waterworks, and for the construction of works 
for the drainage of Colombo. 





ORANGE RIVER COLONY. 


The “Government Gazette” of the Orange River Colony of 
Railwa 9th January contains the text of a draft 
Mater ; ordinance authorising the construction of a rail- 

— way from Ladybrand to Modderpoort, and the 
ssue of a loan of 25,000/. for the purpose. All material and stores 
required are to be provided by the Administration of the Colony. 





EGYPT. 


The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade have 

been notified by Lieut.-Colonel Western, 

Grain Sacks. London Agent for the Egyptian War Office, 

that tenders will be received at the Financial 

Secretary’s Office, Cairo, up to 12 noon on the 14th March, for the 

supply of 30,000 small Dundee grain sacks at the War Depart- 
ment Stores, Tourah. 
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A copy of the specification may be seen at the offices of the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73; Basing- 
hall Street, E.C., or may be obtained from the Financial Secretary’s 
Office, Cairo. A deposit of £EH40 is required to qualify any 
tender. 





RUSSIA. 


The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade have 
Snetinnen aiilh received a letter from the British Vice-Consul 
- a al at Kertch (Mr. R. C. Michell) notifying that 
aoitieaene he has received an enquiry for the name of a 
British dealer in compasses and _ nautical 
instruments from a local merchant desiring to open communica- 
tion with such. 
Communications (enclosing catalogue) should be addressed to 
the British Vice-Consul, Vice-Consulate, Kertch, Crimea. 


NETHERLANDS. 


The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade have 
received from H.M. Consul at Rotterdam a 
Coal. notification to the effect that tenders will be 
received up to the Ist March next, for the 
supply and delivery of about 4,000 tons of English coal at the 
Naval Establishments at Hellevoetsluis. 
The coal must be from one of the following mines :— 
South Yorkshire Edmunds or Mitchel. 
Sunderland Lambton West Hartley. 
Davison’s West Hartley. 
Hastings Hartley. 
Broomhill West Hartley. 
Wombwell Main. 
Wilson’s Glencraig. 
Whitehill. 

The coal must not contain more than 13 per cent. small coal. 
A certificate of origin, viséd by the Netherlands Consul at the 
port of shipment, must be produced. Delivery, in quantities of 
from 600 to 800 tons, is to be made within two weeks after the 
opening of tenders. ‘The depth of water alongside the discharging 
quay is 16 feet. Tenders should be addressed to the Director of 
Naval Establishments, Hellevoetsluis. 


SWITZERLAND—ITALY. 


The “ Bollettino delle Finanze ” (Rome) of 12th February reports 
that a Commission has recently been sitting at 
Berne to report on the question of constructing 
a railway across the Bernese Alps, to connect 
Berne with the new Simplon line. Of the four 
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schemes examined by the Commission, they reported favourably 
on one presented by M. Emch, suggesting a railway from Frutigen, 
across the Litschberg Peak, to Brieg; and on another, submitted 
by M. Beyeler, suggesting a line from Kersatz to Brieg, across the 
Wildstrubel Peak. 





BELGIUM. 
The “ Moniteur des Intérets Matériels” states that tenders will 
shortly be invited by the Belgian State Rail- 
ways for the installation of electric light in 
the South station at Antwerp. 


Electric 
Lighting Plant. 


The ‘“ Bulletin Commercial ” of 18th February announces that 

tenders will be opened at noon, on dth April, 
Railway Plant. at the ‘‘ Bourse de Commerce,” Brussels, for the 

construction of a railway between Couilliet- 
Montignies and Acoz, at the estimated cost of 556,555 fr. (about 
22,2621.). A deposit of 28,000 fr. (about 1,120/. is required to 
qualify any tender. Specifications (Cahier des charges spécial 
No. 39 de 1905), price 1 fr. 40 c., and further particulars may be 
obtained from the principal engineer, M. Clément, 48 rue Feel, 
Namur. 





SPAIN. 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of 14th February announces that tenders 
Sulphate of will be opened, 30 days after the publication of 
—— © the notice, at the offices of the Director-General 
Copper. of the Telegraph Department, 10 Calle de 
Carretas, Madrid, for the supply of 20 tons of sulphate of copper, 
to be delivered in four equal lots at Madrid, Cordova, Barcelona 
and Valladolid. The maximum price at which tenders will be 
received is 970 pesetas (about 291.) per ton. A deposit of 
5 per cent. of the value of the goods at the upset price 
is required to qualify any tender. Local representation is 


necessary. 


e “Gaceta de Madrid” of 17th February publishes a Decree 
wo authorising the Carthagena Tramways Company 
Plant Y to substitute electric, for animal, traction on the 

a lines between Carthagena and San Antonio 


Abad, Dolores, Barris, Peral and Santa Lucia. 


The same issue of the “‘ Gaceta” contains an announcement to the 
effect that an application, accompanied by a 
ctenmn, SranwAy plan and guarantee, having been presented by 

Concession. the Municipality of Santofia for a concession 
for a steam tramway between Gama and Santofia, one month is 
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SPAIN—continued. 


allowed for the presentation of applications, accompanied by the 
necessary plans and guarantees, upon terms more favourable to 
the Government. 


The “ Gaceta” of 18th February, publishes a Decree authorising 
ae the Minister of Agriculture, Industry, Com- 
Water Meters. ™eree and Public Works to expend 700,000 

’  pesetas (about 21,1671.) on improvements in 
connection with the supply and distribution of water from the 

Isabella II. Canal. The principal items of expenditure provided 

for are the construction of an aqueduct, at a cost of 348,860 

pesetas (about 10,549/.) and the purchase of water meters, at a 

cost of 200,000 pesetas (about 6,047.) 


The “Gacetas” may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any 
day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.). 





SPANISH WEST AFRICA. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Chargé d’Affaires at Madrid (Mr. F. L. Cart- 
wright) reporting that according to an unofficial 
eye rong panies am to the sme the course of 

in West Africa. the Cabinet Council held on 26th J anuary, the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs announced his intention of opening a 
competition for the submission of tenders for the exploitation by 
private companies of the whole or part of the Spanish West 
African Possessions. : 

The Government are authorised by Article 6 of the Budget Law 
for the West African Possessions of 1904, which is now in force, 
to make these contracts directly; but the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs prefers that this should be done by means of a competition, 
and the Council of Ministers has agreed to this view. 


ITALY. 


The Commereial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade have 
' received from the British Vice-Consul at 
Indip aoe Spezia (Mr. EK. M. de Garston) translation of a 
sie notice calling for tenders for the supply to the 
Italian Navy of india-rubber fittings to the estimated value of 
40,000 lire (about 1,600/.), to be delivered at the Royal Arsenal at 
Spezia as required. 
This contract will be adjudged on the “single action ” system 
(see “ Board of Trade Journal” of 22nd December last, p. 537). 
Sealed tenders will be opened at 11 a.m. on the 28th March, a 


Exploitation of 
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ITALY —continued. 


deposit of 4,000 lire (about 160/.) being required to qualify any 
tender. The summing up of the various tenders received and the 
final adjudication of the contract will take place at Spezia on Ist 
April. Local representation is necessary. 

The special conditions of contract may be seen at the Ministry 
of Marine, Rome; at the Directorates-General of the Royal 
Arsenals ; at the Technical Office of the Navy at Genoa; and at 
the principal Chambers of Commerce in Italy. 


On p. 348 will be found an extract from the report of H.M. 
Inducements for the Comsul-General at Naples (Mr. E: Neville 
Establishment of New Rolfe, M.V.O. | respecting inducements 
Industries at Naples offered by the Italian Government for 

"the establishment of new industries at 
Naples. : 


The Italian ‘‘ Gazzetta Ufficiale ” of 7th February publishes a Decree 
authorising the Leghorn Tramways Company 
to construct and work an electric tramway 
(1:445 metre gauge) in that city. 


The “‘ Gazzetta Ufficiale” of 18th February publishes a Decree, 
authorising the Roman Tramways and Omnibus Company to 
substitute electric, for animal, traction on the tramway between the 
Piazza del Popolo and Ponte Milvio. 


The “Gazzetta Ufficiale” of 13th February, publishes a Law 
authorising the Minister of Public Works to 
Automobiles. grant subsidies for the establishment . and 
working of automobile services in districts 
which are not served by railways and tramways. The annual 
subsidy shall not exceed 500 lire (about 25/.) per kilom. for a 
service carrying passengers, luggage and goods ; “400 lire (about 
161.) per kilom. for a service carrying only passengers, luggage and 
small agricultural produce ; and 200 hire (about 8/.) per kilom. for a 
service carrying only goods. ‘The subsidy shall be granted for a 
term of not more than ten years, which term may be renewed. 


Electric 
Tramway Plant. 


The “ Gazetta ” containing the full text of the Law may be seen 
on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


The “ Bollettino delle Finanze” (Rome) of 18th February, notifies 

, an application received by the Prefect of Brescia 

Hydro-Electric from Messrs. A. D’Amico and Co., of Milan, for 

Plant. the appropriation of 600 litres per second from 

the Agna waterfall, situated at the boundary of the territories’ of 
Degana and Vobarno. 
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AUSTRIA—HUNGARY. 


The “‘ Revue d’Orient ” (Budapest) of 20th February, states that a 
Textile company, with a capital of 1,500,000 crowns, 
Machine has recently been formed in that city with a 
ail view to establishing a jute and hemp industry. 
A factory employing 500 workmen is to be opened at Erzsébet- 
falva, near Budapest, for the manufacture of fae bags and piece 
goods 
In the same issue of the “ Revue” it is stated that a company 
has been founded at Temesvar with a capital of 1,000,000 crowns, 
to establish a textile industry. 





BRAZIL. 


The “ Diario Official” of 28th January publishes Decrees authoris- 
ing the Minister of Industry, Railways and 
Railway Plant. Public Works to expend :— 
1. 600,000 milreis (about 35,0001.) on the 
extension of the main line of the Central Railway of Brazil. 
2. 600,000 milreis (about 30,000/.) on widening the gauge of 
the Taubaté-S.Paulo section of the Central Railway of Brazil. 
3. 400,000 milreis (about 23,333/.) on elevating the 8S. Diogo- 
S. Christovio section of the Central Railway of Brazil. 





URUGUAY. 


According to “‘ Export” (Berlin) there is at the present time a 

Jarge demand for wire fencing in Uruguay, 

Wire Fencing. the fences in several provinces having been 

totally destroyed during the recent revolution. 

The cheaper kinds of fencing are most in demand. The wire 

fencing imported comes mainly from’ Germany, the United 

Kingdom and the United States, the first-named metho sending 
the largest quantity. 





CHINA. 


According to a recent report by the United States Consul at 
Hangchow, there is a growing demand in the 

Ice Plants. large inland cities of Central and Southern 
China for ice during the summer months, and 

there would appear to be a field for the establishment of ice 

lants. 

. He writes :—‘ In Hangchow, a city of something like a million 
people, there is not a single ice plant, although the demand for ice 
is constantly increasing. During the summer months some of the 
large fish merchants have ice brought with fish stocks from Ningpo, 
where it has been secured from the north during the winter. It is 
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CHINA—continued. 


proposed that the large cotton factory here should utilise some of 
its property for an ice plant in connection with its other work, and 
the factory authorities are said to be ready to close with 
Shanghai ‘agents of a foreign firm for the equipment. There is 
room for a large independent plant at once, however, and the 
situation here is no different from that in four or five other 
cities in this consular district, not to mention the rest of China. 

“ Pending the establishment of public ice plants in the cities of 
this part of China, there is a demand for information as to small 
plants for household or community use.” 

In this connection, attention is called to the remarks of H.M. 
Consul Attaché in China (Mr. J. W. Jamieson), in reference to 
the requisites for pushing goods, and especially machinery, in that 
country, quoted on p. 158 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” of 


27th October, 1904. 


The ‘‘ North China Herald” states, on the authority of a Tientsin 
native paper, that it having been discovered by 


a... natives of Téngchou prefecture, Shantung pro- 
Machi od vince, that the hill district of Wénténghsien, of 
ae which Langhushan is the highest point, is rich 


in gold quartz, a number of Shantung officials in Peking have 
obtained the necessary permission from the Shangpu to develop 
the Langhushan, or Wolf and Tiger mountain gold deposits, the 
funds needed for the purchase of crushing and other machinery 
to be advanced by the Provincial Government of Shantung. 





BRITISH TRADE ABROAD. 


South Italy.—In his report on the trade of South Italy for 
1904, H.M. Consul-General at Naples (Mr. E. Neville Rolfe, 
M.V.O.), remarks that the establishment of a British Chamber of 
Commerce in Italy (see “Board of Trade Journal” for 28th July 
last, p. 157), the nae of which is at Genoa, should draw the British 
business men in Italy together and strengthen their hands against 
the competition of other countries. To those at home who are 
interested in the Italian trade the institution should be of great 
benefit, as affording means for testing the credit and capacity of 
persons employed “here as agents, and generally preventing the 
fraudulent practices of a certain class whose object is to get the 
goods of confiding importers into their hands and to dispose of 
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them to their own advantage. When these men know that the 
interests of British traders are watched over by men of business, 
who know all the’ intricacies of the market, and all the business 
men who compose it, they may, it is hoped, be more careful in 
their proceedings. As the Chamber becomes better known it will 
also form more and more a medium for trade enquiries, and as it 
can frankly give an opinion on the credit of individuals and firms 
it will be the best source of information for traders. 


Referring to the announcement made in the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 9th February, pp. 250-1, respecting inducements 
offered for the establishment of new industries at Naples, the fol- 
lowing paragraphs from Mr. Rolfe’s report may prove of interest:— 

« Great progress has been made in the past year in the drainage 
of the town. The upper part may be said to be completed, and all 
the work of the Riviera di Chiaia, the drainage ot which will now 
be raised by a pumping station, is practically complete, the street 
has been repaved and is much improved in many important details. 
The whole work has been one of enormous labour and extreme 
difficulty. Naples is now probably the best drained city in the 
world, and it certainly has a water supply which is surpassed by 
no other town, large or small.” 

“To the eastward of Naples lies a vast plain, which is kept in a 
high state of cultivation, though it is not largely inhabited, stents 
upon it only the cottages of the peasants who cultivate it. It is 
carefully irrigated, and this gives it the appearance of a marsh, 
which it scarcely deserves. It is, however, unsuitable for resi- 
dential purposes, partly from its vicinity to the squalor of the 
extreme east end of the town and partly on account of the noisome 
and noisy trades already established there. For the purpose of 
erecting a series of factories there could be no better place. It is 
intersected by railways, and is within convenient reach of Naples 
harbour. The large working-class town of Barra is situated on 'the 
edge of it, and not more than a couple of miles from any part of it. 
The land between the plain and the sea is all taken up by factories 
and shipbuilding yards, and Vesuvius is far enough off not to be a 
cause of danger. 

‘Tt is here that the Government propose to create a free zone, 
to attract manufacturing capitalists.” (oreign Office, Annual 
Series, 3,323.) 
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PHOSPHATE DEPOSITS IN TUNIS. 


The following particulars relating to phosphate deposits in 
Tunis are taken from a despatch received at the Foreign Office from 
H.M. Consul-General at Tunis (Mr. E. J. L. Berkeley, C.B.) :— 

In 1895, the Sfax-Gafsa Phosphate Company obtained large 
mining concessions to the west of Gafsa and soon after began to 
work a deposit at Metlaoui, about 28 miles distant from that town. 
They then obtained authority to build a railway from Sfax to 
Gafsa to facilitate the transport of their produce, and became the 
Sfax-Gafsa Railway and Phosphate Company. ‘The line to Gafsa, 
152 miles long, was completed in 1899. Some time in 1904 they 
discovered further deposits at Redief, some 30 miles to the west 
of Metlaoui, in a direct line. They thereupon made preparations 
to extend their railway to that place and the work, which 
involves some 30 miles of rail, will be completed in 
1906. In 1901, the Company had made a fresh discovery of 
phosphate deposits at Ain-Moulares which is situated about 
30 miles west and north of Metlaoui in a direct line, but they 
took no steps in regard to it till last year, when they decided to 
work them, and for that purpose to build another small extension 
of railway from Gafsa to Ain-Moulares and thus work both their 
new mines.vid Gafsa to Sfax as the port of outlet. But here the 
Tunisian Government intervened, and, in the interests of the 
general scheme for the extension of railways throughout the 
Regency, (see “ Board of Trade Journal” for 8th May, 1902 , p. 245), 
suggested to the Company that they should connect Ain-Moulares 
directly with the port of Soussa. As inducements to this proposal, the 
Company were offered a considerable enlargement of their existing 
mining concessions, a concession for the building and working 
of a railway between Gafsa and Tozeur (the latter an important 
agricultural and productive district), and finally, that the expenses 
ot building the railway (Gafsa-Tozeur) be refunded to the 
Company from the yearly royalties (“ redevances ”) payable to the 
Government by them on their export of phosphates from all their 
mines. Moreover, a condition was attached, presumably in order to 
fix, independently of the contracting parties, a reasonable royalty on 
the new mines at Ain-Moulares, that these mines should be put up 
to auction. The adjudication at such auctions is settled by the 
amount of royalty (‘‘ redevance ”) offered to Government. At the 
same time, it was stipulated that the Sfax-Gafsa Company should 
have the option, for 15 days after the auction, of claiming the 
adjudication for themselves at the price for which it was knocked 
down. The whole of these arrangements were in due course agreed 
upon between the parties. The auction took place on 21st December 
last, and the company claimed their option on oth January 
following. They thus remain proprietors of all three deposits, viz., 
Redief, Ain-Moulares and Metlaoui, which are described in detail 


as follows :— 
Redief.—The extension of railway from Metlaoui to this deposit 
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is through a somewhat rugged country, and the expense is roughly 
estimated as likely to average six thousand pounds (6,000/.) 
per kilometre, or about nine thousand six hundred pounds 
(9,600/.) per mile. The company hope that this line will be 
completed in the early part of 1906. The deposits of phosphate 
are said to be rich, the extracts containing 63 to 64 per cent. 
of tribasic phosphates, besides 19 per cent. of carbonate of 
lime, d per cent. of silica, and traces of oxide of aluminium. 
Of these constituents the most important is the carbonate of lime, 
which is chiefly used in the manufacture of superphosphates. The 
cost of transport from Redief vid Gafsa to Sfax (the port of outlet), 
is estimated as likely to be 3 frs. 71 cts. (3s.) per ton, the royalty 
(‘‘redevance”) due to Government is fixed at 58 cts. (6d.) per 
ton, to which must be added 50 cts. (5d.) export duty. 

Ain-Moulares.—As stated above, this deposit will be connected 
by, a new line running to the port of Soussa. The work will 
involve some 180 miles of rail, and the expense is roughly 
estimated at 18,000,000 frs. (720,000/.) The phosphates here are 
also rich, perhaps more so than those at Redief. ‘The extracts are 
reported to contain from 65 to 70 per cent. of tribasic phosphate, 
the other constituents corresponding exactly with those above. 
The cost of transport from Ain-Moulares to Soussa (the port of 
outlet) is estimated as likely to be 9 frs. (7s. 2d.) per ton; the 
royalty is fixed at 1 fr. 52 cts. (1s. 3d.) per ton, and the export duty 
50 cts. (5d.) 

Metlaoui.—This deposit is well known, having now been worked 
for some years. ‘The extracts are reported to contain 60 per cent. 
of tribasic phosphate, the other constituents being again the same 
as above. ‘The cost of transport to Sfax (the port of outlet) is 
3 frs. 26 cts. (2s. 8d.) per ton; the royalty is 58 cts. (6d.) and the 
export duty 50 cts. (5d.) No less than four hundred thousand tons 
of phosphate were extracted during 1904 from this deposit and 
shipped to Europe, chiefly to the United Kingdom, France and 
Italy. 

The above set of figures may be conveniently tabulated as under: — 











Local charges per ton. 
Name of Mine. nal Total. 
Railway Export 
Transport. Royalty. Duty. 

s 4, a d s. d. 

Metlaoui 2 8 0 6 5 3 7 
Redief ... eee 3 0 0 6 5 3 1l 
Ain-Moulares ... 7 2 1 3 5 8 10 

















A rough sketch map of the region to which this report relates 


may be inspected at the offices of the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of ‘Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 
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TIN INDUSTRY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The following particulars of the tin industry of the United 
States of America are taken from a report of the United States 
Geological Survey, summarised in the “ Iron Age” (New York). 

This report, which is the most complete résumé of the subject 
thus far attempted by the Survey, embraces a brief description of 
the process of “ detinning” by which a considerable number of 
companies are now engaged i in recovering the metal from new tin 
scrap, and a statement of the most recent developments in the South 
Dakota, Wyoming, Alaska, and the so-called Carolina tin belts, in 
addition to the latest available statistics of the world’s production. 

As in former years, there was no commercial production of tin 
from domestic ores in the United States during the year 1903, 
although many hundred tons of metallic tin and chemical salts of 
tin, chiefly the chlorides, have been obtained by the chemical or 
electrolytic treatment of new tin scraps from tin can and fruit tin 
factories. But as tin from these sources is manifestly of secondary 
origin, the quantity so produced cannot be properly classified as a 
first mineral or metal product in the sense that those terms are 
used in the statistics presented by the United States Geological 
Survey. 

The treatment of new Tin Scrap, known as “‘detinning,”’ has 
become of considerable importance in the United States, and at 
least ten companies were actively engaged in this special br anch of 
the industry during the year 1903. ‘The average yield from tin 
scrap 1s approximately 2 per cent. of metallic tin. In addition, a 
large number of small concerns in the principal cities recover the 
tin from old tin cans and similar material by a smelting treatment 
in a furnace, the tin being obtained in the form of solder, which is 
either used as a basis for taking new solder or is treated chemi- 
cally to yield metallic tin or tin salts. The residue of scrap ironis 
generally utilized in the manufacture of sash weights and other 
castings of inferior quality of iron. 

The. mineral, cassiterite, containing 78°6 per cent. of metallic 
tin, has been found in no less than 17 States and Territories of 
the United States, yet in only two or three places have attempts 
on a large scale been made to place the industry in this country 
on a productive footing. Notable among the discoveries of 
domestic tin ore are the deposits at Harney Peak, in the Black 
Hills of South Dakota, and the deposits in North and South Caro- 
lina and in Alaska. ‘The development of these deposits, however, 
has not as yet been carried forward to financial success. 

Although there has been no appreciable development of the 
Harney Peak properties, the Tinton Tin Company, controlled by 
Chicago interests, has been working during the last two years on 
its claims situated in what is known as the Nigger Hill and Beer 
Gulch districts, west of Deadwood and Lead, 8S. Dak., and 75 miles 
north-west of Harney Peak. This new district is partly in Law- 
rence County, 8. Dak., and partly in Crook County, Wyo., being 
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on the border line of the two States. The Tinton Tin Company 
have been working a small concentrating plant, but, owing to the 
lack of proper smelting facilities in the United States, they have 
shipped to European ports for treatment a carload of concentrates 
said to contain an average of 62°5 per cent. of metallic tin. One 
parcel of the Company’s property, 140 by 50 feet, and another 90 by 
6 feet, yielded an average mill return of 1°16* per cent. of metallic , 
tin, which was 0°16 per cent. greater than the assays of hand samples 
made in the laboratory. The quantity of ore so far treated has 
averaged 1* per cent. of metallic tin, and the concentrates therefrom 
have ranged from 62°5 to 65 per cent. of metallic tin. 

The tin deposits of the York region, Seward Peninsula, Alaska, 
were recently described in a bulletin of the United States Geolo- 
gical Survey (summarised on pp. 128—60 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 28th April, 1904). 

Several tons of tin ores have been shipped from the deposits of 
Buck Creek, and several companies have been working their 
claims during 1903. In one instance an average of 27 pounds of 
concentrates containing 60 per cent. of metallic tin was obtained 
from a cubic yard of gravel. Cassiterite is found irregularly dis- 
tributed over an area of 450 square miles of the Seward Peninsula, 
and though many discoveries of lode tin other than those referred 
to have been prospected none has yet been proved of workable value. 

What may be called the Carolina tin belt extends from Gaffney, 
Cherokee County, in a general north-easterly direction across this 
county, across the south-eastern corner of Cleveland County, and 
across Gaston and Lincoln counties. The tin deposits found in 
Rockbridge County, Virginia, may be a continuation of the 
Carolina tin belt. 

The principal deposits that have thus far been located are the 
Ross mine at Gaffney; the deposits in the vicinity of the town of 
Kings Mountain; on the southern end of Chestnut Ridge, about 
25 miles north-east of Kings Mountain, and on the John E. Jones 
plantation, 7 miles north-east of Kings Mountain. 

The Southern Railway passes over a considerable portion of the 
tin belt, following almost the general direction of the formation 
from Kings Mountain to Gaffney. At the former place the rail- 
way turns sharply to the east, crossing the tin belt, which continues 
toward the north-east. Thus any commercial deposits that may be 
developed will have good railway facilities. 

The first production of tin ore from the Carolina belt was during 
the summer and autumn of 1903 and was from the Ross mine, the 
shipment consisting of 38,471 pounds of tin concentrates, which 
were sent to England for treatment. There has also been a small 
production at the Jones mine during the development work, but 
none of this has as yet been shipped. 





* Sic in orig. 
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PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES: 


CEYLON. 


A copy of the «“ Ceylon Government Gazette” for 27th January 
last has been received, containing a Draft of a 


2m of proposed Ordinance, published for general in- 
Sinton lem formation, to re-adjust the Customs duties 
Perfumery leviable on perfumery and perfumed spirits 


: imported into the Colony of Ceylon. 

The Ordinance provides that, in the place of a duty of 
Rs. 7 per gall. at present imposed upon perfumery and perfumed 
spirits under Ordinance No. 2 of 1905, the following duties shall 
be leviable on the passing of the proposed Ordinance :— 


On perfumed spirits and bay rum ... per gall. Rs. 7 
,, perfumery, other than perfumed spirits ad val. 54 





HAITI. 


With reference to the notice which appears on p. 367 of to-day’s 
—_—— “* Journal,” on the subject of alterations in the 
steoatinen te Customs Tariff of Haiti, it is to be noted that 
Customs Tariff H.M. Consul-General at Port-au-Prince, in 
‘transmitting the tariff there referred to, states 
that he is informed that it is the intention of the Government to 
modify the present tariff on the re-assembling of the Legislature 
in the month of April next. 





TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared in the “ Board of 

Tariff Trade Journal” of the 9th February relating to 

a daiiiaiiiite the duties imposed, under Notification No. 8,129 

’ S. R. of 23rd December, 1904, on metals 

imported into British India, the Board of Trade have now received 

copies of further Notifications, Nos. 117 and 259 8S. RK. of 

6th and 13th January last (Customs Circular No. 3 of 1905), 

amending item No. 15 of the above-mentioned Notification of 

23rd December last, by the imposition of duties on certain 
classes of metals, as follows :— 
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BRITISH INDIA—continwed. 








, Tariff Rate of 
Articles. Valuation. Duty. 
Item 15. Fur— R. a. 
‘‘ Zinc or spelter, tiles or slabs, soft Cwt.| 19 0 5% 
- », | plates and other shapes, 
hard”’... eee Cwt. 16 0 ” 


‘9 ,, all other sorts, including 
boiler tiles ... re ad val, ” 


Read— 
‘‘ Zinc or spelter tiles or slabs, soft Cwt. 19 0 ™ 
” ” ”? 9 hard ” 99 16 0 ”? 
. » all other sorts, including 
boiler tiles... ad val. = 


Insert the following paragraph under both 
“dron” and “ steel” :— 

Rails, chairs, sleepers, and fish-plates, 
other than those described in item 
No. 60, also spikes (commonly known 
as dog spikes), switches, crossings, 
lever-boxes, clips and tie-bars ... ces - 1% 


29 

















DOMINION OF CANADA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared in the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” for 15th September last, relating 


ann ail to the new Customs regulations affecting 
~ Customs Invoices, Forms and Entries (Memoran- 
regarding 


Cust ttn dum No. 1294, B), which came into force on 
ustoms *nvo1ce 1st October, 1904, the Board of Trade have now 


onmagg received a Customs Memorandum (No. 1,308 B) 

es issued on 20th January, 1905, drawing atten- 

tion to the previous Memorandum (No. 1,294 B), and further 
notifying that— 

‘‘ Exporters are required to show on invoices of goods exported 
to Canada the amount of any freight prepaid on such goods, and 
also the amount of any freight allowance made by the exporter to 
the purchaser in Canada, in order that the Collector of Customs 
may determine the actual selling price of the goods to the 
Canadian purchaser, in the country of export, in condition packed 
ready for shipment as prescribed by the Customs regulations.” 

The present Memorandum states that ‘the ‘fair market value ’ 
of goods manufactured solely for export, and not sold for home 
consumption, may usually be determined by ascertaining the total 
cost to produce the goods in condition ready for the market, 
including all expenses, and adding thereto the usual rates of 
profit made on home consumption sales of similar lines of goods. 
This basis should be followed by exporters in arriving at the 
estimate of value to be stated by them on their Invoices.” 

It will be deemed a sufficient compliance with the regulations 
by the exporters in such cases, if they make a statement on their 
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DOMINION OF CANADA—continued. 


invoices to the effect that the goods are not sold for home con- 
sumption, and if they, in addition, state an estimated value in the 
column for the fair market value. The certificate as to the market 
value will be held to be qualified by the estimate of value, and by 
the statement that the goods are not sold for home consumption. 
It is further notified that the values to be stated in the “‘ home 
consumption” value column of Invoices of Goods (for specimen 
form see “ Board of Trade Journal for 15th September, 1904) sold 
by the exporter prior to shipment to Canada are the rate values 
per yard, gallon, dozen, or as the case may be. Such value may 
be shown by stating the list price and the rate of discount, without 


the total value. 


A copy of an Appraisers’ Bulletin (No. 89), issued by the Canadian 
Sections Commissioner of Customs on 7th January last, 
Panrarame has been received, giving Customs decisions as 

to the rates of duty leviable on various articles 


imported into the Dominion, as follows :— 








General rate 














Articles. | Tariff ltem. of Duty (a). 
Swiss milk chocolate and like preparations in which 
cocoa is the chief component material, and not 
being cocoa paste, cocoa, or cocoa butter... 93 20 ¥% ad val. 
Agar-agar, Kanten, or Chinese isinglass, or Japanese 
isinglass ... a one eee eee sae ou 27 ae « 
Spruce tree seed ... ace oe oe oe 00a 61 oo: :¢ 
Automobiles oon oon oes eee eve 323 35%. » 
Rubber tires for automobiles... eee eee eve 323 32% (fs 











(a) It is to be remarked that the above rates are subject to a reduction of one- 
third of the duty if entitled to the benefits of the British Preferential Tariff, or, 
on the other hand, to an addition of one-third if the goods be subject to the 


provisions of the surtax Tariff. 


A copy of a Customs memorandum (No. 1,306 B.), dated 7th 
Rovies’ Deties January last, has been received, notifying that 
; by Orders-in-Council of 7th January, 1905, it 
on Articles for 
use in Canadian > ns, Se: . . 
Siniatidiniane 1. “ That ee the authority contained in 
‘ sub-section (l) of section 245 of the Customs 
Act, ‘carbons over 6 inches in circumference ’ be transferred to the 
list of goods which may be imported into Canada free of duty, 
until otherwise provided, when for use as materials in Canadian 
manufactures.” 
2. “That under the authority contained in sub-section. (u) of 
section 245 of the Customs Act as amended, the duty, under 
Schedule ‘A’ of the Customs Tariff, on the following articles be 
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DOMINION OF CANADA—ontinued. 


reduced as hereinafter mentioned, when such articles are imported 
by, manufacturers of burial caskets or burial robes for use in the 
manufacture of burial caskets or burial robes in their own factories, 


until otherwise provided, viz. :— 


_ “Casket gimps and fringes, and embroidered or embossed 
chiffon—the rate to be reduced from 35 per cent. to 10 per 
cent.; silk cloth, including satin, the rate to be reduced 
from 380 per cent. to 10 per cent.” 


‘The-‘memorandum further states that ‘to avoid possible mis- 
apprehension it is ordered that the said reduced rates shall be 
subject to further reduction by one-third thereof under the pro- 
visions of the Preferential Tariff, or to an addition of one-third 
thereof under the provisions of the Surtax Tariff, if the importation 
of the goods properly come under such Preferential or Surtax 


Tariffs.” 





AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the “ Commonwealth 
— a of Australia Gazette” for 7th January last, 
Sasisions containing Customs Decisions, issued on the 

‘ 24th and 31st December last, relating to the 
rates of duty leviable. on the under-mentioned articles when 


imported into the Commonwealth :— 











Articles, and how classed. Rate of Duty. 
“ Near kid” — 
As leather, n.e.i. bee 15 & ad val. 
Montanin and soluble fluorides and preparations of soluble 
' fluorides— 
As sulphites and bisulphites of ane sodium, 
calcium and magnesium ... _ ons - a 





The same issue of the ‘‘ Gazette” contains the following notice 

issued on 3lst December, 1904, in accordance 

Drawbacks. with the Customs Regulation No. 131 respecting 
drawbacks :— 


‘‘ Drawback may be allowed in terms of the Customs regulations 
on the under-mentioned imported material used in the manufacture 
of articles within the Commonwealth upon the exportation of such 


2 
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manufactured article, and subject to the conditions specified here- 
under :— 
Rice ground within the Commonwealth. 


Rice dressed 
Provided that before drawback shall be allowed the Collector shall 


be absolutely satisfied that the drawback claimed is properly due.” 


NEW ZEALAND. 

Copies of the ‘‘ New Zealand Gazette” for 8th, 15th, and 22nd 
Sintetinn December last have been received, containing 
Section Commissioner’s Orders (Nos. 758-760) giving. 

Customs decisions respecting the rates of duty 
leviable on various articles imported into New Zealand. 
The following are the principal decisions given in these 


Orders :— 








Articles, and how classed. Rates of Duty. 





ORDER No. 758. 
Bamboo bracelets or bangles, silver mounted— 





As fancy goods ov ove one one a one 20 &% ad val. 
Box-irons, laundry— 

As hardware ... ie 7, aa 
Dental rubber (unvulcanised) for making artificial gums— 

AS 0.0.€. on ae Free 
Electric lighters, for attaching to cas lamps— 

As parts of lamps__... a 20 % ad val. 
Leather known as “skirt ”’ leather, for making saddle flaps— 

As leather, n.o.e. - 1d. per lb. 


Machine pump for woollen mills, if supported by declaration 
as to its use— 


As machinery for woollen mills... on one sad 5 % ad val, 
*Machines, hand-numbering— 
As printing machines ve bee nod and dain i 
String net bags— 

As fancy goods o¢e ocd an eve eee one a 
Traps, rat and mouse— 

As hardware ... _ - oi ove ae ‘ae 4 i, An 





ORDER NO. 759. 
Spirits of lavender— 
As perfumed spirits ... “e i 
Spirits of lemon and tincture of lemon— 
As essences, flavouring, spirituous .. ove ce ... | 168, 9 


80s. per liquid gall. 


ORDER No. 760. 

Bells, church or school and fire-bells— 
As manufactures, n.o.e., of metal ... sive 20 % ad val. 
Broilers and grillers of wire, and coat-hangers of 1 wire for 


stretching garments— 


As hardware ... > 
Machines, mangling and washing, driven by power (other 
than hand)— 
As machinery, n.0.e. ... an oan ae sas —s. « 
*Machines for making stereo- -plates— 
As metal-worker’s machine tools... ace - eee Free 








* Revised decision. 
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NEW ZEALAN D—continued. 





Articles, and how classed. Rates of Duty. 





“Pearline” (crude potash mixed with turpentine), a 


printer’s lye— 

As printing materials, n.0.e.... ose ove oe eee Free 
Tramways cable, slot rails for— 

As tramway plant and materials, n.o.e. ... oes oe 20 % ad val. 
Umbrellas, rubber rings for— 

As minor articles, &c.... soe oui oe sae eee Free 
W heelbarrows— 

As hardware ... nee wie coe _ soe oes 20 % ad val, 








In the “Gazette” for 22nd December last a Governor’s Order 
(No. 170) appeared, in which it is notified that 
from 14th December last, a duty of 1d. per lb. 
will be imposed upon “ tartaraline” (being a 
substitute for cream of tartar) when imported into the Colony. 


BRITISH CENTRAL AFRICA PROTECTORATE. 
A copy of the ‘“ British Central Africa Gazette” for 31st December 
eiiteniitdnes last has been received, containing a copy of the 

ar ’ «Liquor Ordinance, 1904” (No. 6 of 1904), 

which was enacted by H.M. Commissioner for 
the British Central Africa Protectorate on 31st December, 1904. 

The present Ordinance provides that distilled and alcoholic 
liquors may only be admitted for the use of the non-native popu- 
lation. 

No person shall import any distilled or alcoholic liquors into the 
Protectorate for the purposes of sale without a licence, which may 
be granted by the Commissioner upon such terms as he may pre- 
scribe. Such liquors may be imported without licence if for 
consumption by the importer. 

A duty of 12s. per proof gallon will be leviable upon all distilled 
liquors which are imported for sale, consumption or use in the 
Protectorate, and a duty of ten per cent. ad valorem upon wines, 
beers and other fermented alcoholic liquors. 

In the same number of the “ Gazette ” a Proclamation is issued 
notifying that the following fees imposed under the above 
Ordinance will be in force as from Ist January, 1905 :— 


Duty on 
“ Tartaraline.,” 





& s 4d, 
Annual licence to import alcoholic liquors... 10 0 0 
99 sell 99 39 30 0 Q 


Licence to sell beers, spirits and wine away 

from licensed premises per day for every 

day, not exceeding six days “0 ey Me BG 
Permit to remove alcoholic liquors from bond 

(for each consignment)... ses a =| 24 
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SPAIN. 


The “‘Gaceta de Madrid” of 16th February publishes a Royal Order 
notifying that the average rate of exchange 
“on ee (p fying of exchange on Paris) during the 
of Cust a Duties first fortnight of February was 31°39 per cent., 
ble in Gold. and that the corresponding reduction in pay- 
— oe ment of duties which have to be made in gold 
during the second fortnight of the present month will be 24 per 
cent. 





ITALY. 


Forthcoming Tariff Alterations (continued from p. 320 of last 
week's ‘* Journal.’’) 





——— + 


Rate of Duty per 100 kilogs. 





—_— Description of Articles, bs 
No, From 
At present. Ist July. 








Lire cts. Lire cts. 


115 | Cotton tissues, printed— 
(a) Weighing 7 kilogs. or more, but less than 
13 kilogs. per 100 square metres— 
(1) Handkerchiefs, foulards, veils, 
shawls, plain (smooth, twilled, 
and crepe), having in warp and 


weft in the square of 5 mm.— 


27 elementary threads or less a aa : 


More than 27, but not more { |Crepe 310 00 


than 38 elementary threads | |Other 160 10 
| Duty on 


90 00 
100 00 


bleached + 


66 lire 50 cts. No change. 


(2) Other 
per 100 kilogs. 


ee \ 
Daty on 
bleached + 
(4) | Other ; 70 lire per = 


100 kilogs. 


( 
Duty on 
116 | Cotton tissues [unbleached*] figured or || plain tlesues 


damasked eee eee eee eee eee + 20 lire per 
| 100 kilogs. 


f Duty on 
non-bro- 
caded tis- . 
sues+40 lire 
per 100 
. __ kilogs. . 


117 | Cotton tissues [unbleached* | brocaded 


af. 


tb] 




















* Added in new treaty. 
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Tariff Rate of Duty per 100 kilogs. 
No. Description of Articles. wv : oe 
tol te 9 3 
Ad 117| Note.— Brocaded” tissues are those having | Lire cts. Lire cts. 
and designs formed by the introduction of a 
119(7)| thread belonging neither to warp nor to 
weft, and superimposed in some way upon 
the groundwork tissue at the moment of 
manufacture. The design can therefore be 
removed by means of scissors withovt 
impairing the substance of the tissue; 
unlike figured or damasked tissues, where 
the design cannot be removed without 
picking the tissue to pieces. 
118 | Tissues, embroidered* : 
|} (@) | In Chain-stitch : 
(1) Curtains band blinds}] of tulle... 520 00 470 00 
(2) Curtains [and blindst| with appli- 
cation of tulle,[ unbleached ], bleached, 
coloured, or dyed oa ove oe 470 O0fT 420 00 
itv on the |} Conventional 
PT a cites ome + 150 | duty on the 
| lire per 100 a 
(6)| In Lock-stitch : —_—— ailogs. 
(1) Tissues included under Nos. 112-7, 
imported by the yard (bands and in- ai 
sertions, flounces, galloons, joined or prague 
not, with or without applications and | \ “gor ‘about |; 300 00 
the like) ; pocket-handkerchiefs, with 385 lire. j 
or without monograms; “chemical 
lace"’@ ... eve doe Jes ond 
(2) Tissues included under Nos. 112-7 
imported in the form of articles of Vari 
definite shape and dimensions, for the er 
making-up of articles of clothing enor s 300 0 
(lengths for dresses, for skirts, or for > ee ul t 
blouses; collars, neckties, sleeves, ea 00 | 
aprons, caps, fichus, &c.) without 
needlework . _ - ve |) 








* Sce note to “ embroidered tissues” under No. 95 (/). 

+ Added in new treaty. 

{ According to the “ Repertorio” to the Italian tariff, cotton muslin curtains 
with applications of tulle are at present dutiable at the following rates per 100 
kilogs. : unbleached, 400 lire ; bleached, 440 lire ; coloured or dyed, 435 lire. 

|| Articles included under No. 118 (a) are so included even when the design in 
chain-stitch is completed in places by a lock-stitch or “ spider’s web” (Spachtel) 
or open-work pattern, not having the effect of changing the fundamental character 
of the article or its employment. 

@ Chemical lace (dentelles chimiques, broderies aériennes) of cotton is entitled 
to conventional treatment under this heading, even if a ground tissue of cotton 
(even cotton tulle) is visible in parts of the interior of the design. 

§ Articles included under No. 118 (6) 2 with hems of any kind, needlework, or 
applications (even applications sewn on to the ground tissue), or with open-work 
portions, made either by machine or by hand, as well as the articles of clothing 
for the making-up of which they are intended (dresses, skirts, blouses, collars, 
neckties, &c.) finished and ready for immediate use, are subject to a surtax of 
25 per cent. in addition to the conventional duty. [The present “ making-up 
surtax ” on these articles is 40 per cent. | 
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ITAL Y—continued. 





Rate of Duty per 100 kilogs. 





Tariff Description of Articles. 
~_ At present From 
PSCeeE | ist July. 





118 


« = a — 
pacientes pci 





eont. Lire cts. Lire cts. 
(c) Cotton tulles, embroidered, not elsewhere | {| From 600 B50 00 
mentioned , on to 750 lire} | 
Muslins, open- “woven tissues (tessuti grati- 
colati), and veilings— 
119 (a) Unbleached [plain*] ... 0 200 00 | No change. 
(>) Bleached Lead, ues, damasked, Uro- | bleached 
caded* - — 20 per cent.| J ” 
* vaeeeare 
(c) In colours or dyed een iiesil da- bleached + 
masked, brocaded*}] ... ote “a 35 lire per 
ae 
u 
(d) Printed tpiaie, see damasked, bro- bleached + 
caded*] . . des sia ] 70 lire per | 
100 ——. 
(¢) f Unbleached,*] figured ... § ates , 
(100 kilogs. a 
Duty on non- 
(yf) [ Unbleached,* ] brocaded ( ~ procaded + 
} 40 lire per 
100 kilogs. 
T@ Embroidered— Duty on tis- eopentional 
(1) Chain-stitch See sen sue+175lire ty on tis- 
per 100 kgs. suc 120 lire 
— Duty on tis- pad BS. 
(2) Lock-stitch ... eee eee ove f auc + 275lire| | ; No change. 


\ per 100 kgs. 
Ex 126} Plaits and strips for hats, of gummed cotton 
threads, even with warp of cotton threads 150 00 65 00 
Ad 126} Note.—Cotton yarns, unbleached, of multiple 
twist, composed of more than two elemen- 
tary single-twist yarns, are dutiable at the 
inclusive single rate of 80f{ lire per 100 
kilogs, if their total thickness does not 
exceed 1 mm. 


{ Conventional } 


Ad 128} Note.—Shawls of pure cotton tissue, even if bag “7 y= mv = 


(b) dry-stamped on the borders, with woollen 4 per cent.for| \ tissue + 10 
fringes composed of threads traversing the pose —— 
. an per e needle- 

borders of the tissue. pg wails. 


q needlework. . 








129 | Sewn articles of cotton — 


Ex (c) Swiss jackets of crépe de santé ... 360 00 100 00 
Ad 129 | Note.—The needlework surtax for the simple 
(c) application of a frilled flounce to the 


borders of curtains or other embroidered 
articles included under No. 118 (a), 1 to 3, 
is reduced to 10 per cent. § 














* Added in new treaty. 


+ See general note to No. 95 (/). 
{ Under the existing treaty the corresponding duty is 100 lire. This duty is 


equally applicable to such yarns when bleached, dyed, &c. 
§ 40 per cent, in present conventional tariff. 
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‘Rate of Duty per 100 kilogs. 

















— Description of Articles. 
° From 
At present. Ist July. 
Ad 129,| General Note.—The dispositions of Art. 21 Lire cts. Lire cts. 
150,& | of the “Repertorio” to the tariff, are 
168 applicable to shaped hosiery, made- -up, 
and to Swiss jackets of crépe de santé. * 
130 (e) | Artificial wool— 
(1) Not dyed eee 8 00 | No change. 
(2) Dyed , 8 00 - 
Note.—Rags prepared for the manu- 
facture of artificial wool, of all kinds, 
coloured or not - Free - 
136 | Yarns of combed wool, single— 
(a) Unbleached, measuring per kilog.— 
(1) Up 'to 50,000 metres... ene 60 00 is 
(2) More than 50,000 metres ove 75 00 | mi 
mga 1 
| dyed ae 
100 kilogs. | J 
Duty on ) 
137 | Yarns of combed wool, twisted __... se | 
re 9? 
per 100 kgs. 5 
Ex 138 | Woven felts for the manufacture of wood or 
(a) straw pulp, cellulose, and paper, without 
distinction of weight si 125 00 110 00 
“is Camels’-hair belts, impregnated or not one 190 00 100 00 
138 (e) | Woollen tissues, embroidered—f 
Duty on the porting a 
° ° j y uty on the 
(1) Chain-stitch ... a ove = er tissue + 150 
100 kilogs. 100 kiloge 
ogs. 
Duty on the j Conventional 
’ - |) duty on th 
Gish « « « « — | tissue + 200 
: e 
100 Kilogs. |) 100 kilogs. 
Ex 150 | Swiss jackets of crépe de santé} 337 50 225 OW 
Ad 150 | Note.—The needlework surtax on woollen 





shawls woven or knitted, printed or not, 
even furnished with fringes, is reduced to 
10 per cent. [20 per cent. under existing 
conventional tariff }. 











* These dispositions provide that articles of underclothing and made-up articles 
pay the duty applicable to the most heavily taxed material only when that 
material covers more than 10 per cent, of the surface of the made-up article : 
otherwise such articles are dutiable according to the predominant material, with 
the addition of the needlework surtax. 

The present duties on made-u} hosiery are (in lire per 100 kilogs.) : cotton, 225 ; 


wool, 330 ; 


silk, pure, 1,200; mixed silk, 750. 


The making-up surtax (payable 


when the needlework involves more than the mere stitching together or folding 
over of the edges of the articles) is: wool, 35 per cent. ; cotton, silk, or half-silk, 
40 per cent. 

+ See also general note to embroidered tissues (ad 95 f ). 


t See also general note to made-up hosiery and crépe de santé jackets (ad 129). 
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Rate of Duty per kilog. 














—— Description of Articles. 
=; From 
At present. 1st July. 
Per kilog. | Per kilog. 
Lire. cts. Lire, cts. 
153 | Silk (except artificial silk), wound, single, 
thrown or twisted*— 
(a) Raw one Free. No change. 
(d) Dyed _ ees ove aes eee 0 50 9 
155 | Sewing thread, of silk or floss silk, on reels, 
in balls, or otherwise prepared for retail 
sale... oe vas ees 2 00 oo 
156 | Tissues of silk or floss silkt[— 
Plain 6 00 
(a)| Black { fel 9 colt 4 9% 
(d) Coloured— 
(1) Fichus, scarves, veils ove Pied. : 3 50 
Persians, printed tissues, tissues {|Plain 7 00 3 50 
with printed warp Figd.10 00 
(2) Other... an \\Fed1o oo|¢ + % 
; ae Plain 9 00 
(c) Net tissues (veilings) oe Figd.12 00 } 4 50 
(d) Bolting cloth— 
(1) Not made up... 7 00 2 00] 
(2) Made up 9 80 1 00} 
157 | Mixed tissues containing silk in a propor- 
tion of not less than 12 per cent. and not 
more than 50 per cent. —f 
(a) Black— 
(1) Plain one ose oes 4 90 | No change. 
(2) Figured i 6 50 4 00 
(5) Coloured— 
(1) Plain 5 00 4 00 
(2) Figured 7 50 5 00 
159 | Embroidered tissues] — 
‘ ’ Duty on tis- No 
(a) Chain-stitch eee on sue +- 2 lire on 
| per kilog. change 








* During the existence of the new Treaty, the “improvement trade” in silk 
introduced into Switzerland from Italy to be there dyed and re-exported into 
Italy, will be continued. 

+ The duty is leviable on the net weight, after deduction of the reels, &c., on 
which the silk is wound. 

{ The distinction between plain and figured tissues is abandoned in the new 
Treaty as regards silk tissues (¢.¢., tissues containing more than 50 per cent. of 


silk) and ribbons. 


As regards half-silk tissues, the present Customs practice, of 


treating as figured only tissues woven on the Jacquard loom, will be maintained. 
(As regards count of threads, see general note to textile categories, No. 4, 
“ Roard of Trade Journal” for 9th February, p. 271.) 
|| Sic in original. 
4 Sce also general notes to embroidered tissues (ad 95), 
** The 2 lire surtax is now conventionalised, 
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Rate of Duty per kilog. 
a Description of Articles. 
— At From 
present. Ist July. 
159(6) | Lock-stitch a | mame 
ock-stitch— ire. cts. ire. Cts. 
(1) Tissues included under Nos. 156 ; 
and 157, imported by the yard 
(bands and insertions, flounces, gal- 
loons and ‘“ motifs,” with the ‘ends er _ 6 50 
joined or not, with or without . 3 lire per fis 
applications, and the like); pocket- kilog. | 
handkerchiefs, with or without 
monograms ... 4 J 
(2) Chemical lace (dentelles chimiques, 
broderies aeriennes),even if a ground 
tissue of any material (even tulle) 
is visible in parts of the interior of 
the design... 18 00 6 00 
$(8) Tissues included under Nos. 156 ¢ ) 
and 157, imported in the form of 
articles of determinate shape and 
dimensions, for the manufacture of : ag = Bayh 6 50 
articles of clothing (lengths for 3 lire per f " 
dresses, skirts, or blouses; collars, kilog. | 
neckties, sleeves, aprons, caps, fichus, 
&c.) without needlework... q J 
(c) | Embroidered silk tulles, not elsewhere 
mentioned... ove one ove ove T 12 00 
164 Ribbons* — 
(a) | Of silk or floss-silk— 
j|Plain 10 00) ) 
(1) Black \|Figa. 13 oof f 8 
{|Plain 11 00 
(2) Coloured eee eee eee } Figd. 14 00 9 00 
Various rates 
(3) Netted one from 10 to \ 9 00 
14 lire. 
(b) | Of mixed tissue, containing silk or floss 
silk in a portion of at least 12 per cent., 
and at most 50 per cent.— 
;|Plain6 00 
(1) Black eee eee eee ] Figd. 8 50 5 00 
(2) Coloured ‘irieo so |; © 0 
Kx 165 | Plaits and strips for hats, of githmed silk Most] | 
threads, even with warp of cotton or hair dutiabl +f oo 2 00 
threads, combined or not with threads of | (up on. ( 
ramie, hair, or metal son . 
Ex 168}| Swiss jackets of crépe de santé, of silk or ) 
floss silk, pure or mixed with other textile 22 50 5 00 
materials . 














* See note to No. 156, as regards distinction between plain and figured ribbons. 

+ Embroidered in chain-stitch, 17 lire per 100 kilogs. ; in lock-stitch, 18 lire 
per 100 kilogs. 

t See also general note to Nos. 129, 150, and 168 (ad No. 129). 

|| The actual duty paid on silk tissues with lock-stitch embroideries is about 
12 lire 50 cts. 

§ Articles included under No. 159 (4) 3, with hems of all kinds, needle- 
work, or appliqué work, even with appliqué ‘work sewn on to the groundwork 
tissue, or with open-w ork portions, made either by machine or hand, as well as the 
articles of clothing for the manufacture of which they are intended (dresses, 
skirts, blouses, collars, neckties, Xc.) finished and ready for immediate wear, pay a 
surtax of 25 per cent. in addition to the conventional duty. [The surtax is 
40 per cent. in the existing conventional tariff. | 
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Tariff 
No, 


Description of Articles. 


Rate of Duty per 100 kilogs. 





At present. 





From 
Ist July. 





Ad 168 


Ex 176 
(4) (2) 


Ex 178 
Ea 178 


Ex 183 
(a) 


Ex 186 


Ex 188 


190 
(a) 
(2) 


Ex 191 
(a) 


193 


196 
(4) 








Note.—Needlework surtax for handker- 
chiefs, flounces, and other similar articles, 
embroidered, merely hemmed oe one 

Children’s chairs, of common wood, even 
with nails or hinges, or with fittings of 
common metal one 

Framed slates, ruled or not ... | 

Spindles and bobbins, of common or of 
cabinet-makers’ wood, composed or not of 
woods of several kinds, rough, polished, 
painted, varnished, &c., even with metal 
fittings ees bon one eve one 

Ships and boats for internal navigation on 
lakes and rivers (may be imported iin parts, 
either in one or in several consignments) 

Plaits, galloons, and similar articles, of 
straw, bark, esparto, palm fibres, or 
shavings, for making or trimming hats, 
even if mixed with horsehair, cotton, 
hemp, or ramie, in a proportion less than 
50 per cent., or with silk in a proportion 
less than 12 per cent. oe eee cee 

Hats of straw or of palm fibres, bark, 
esparto, wood shavings, or other similar 
substances, not trimmed 

Wood palp— 

Cellulose 
Other— 
Wet (including at least 50 per cent. 
of water) 
a eee eee eee 
Paper, white or dyed in the pulp— 
2. Ruled ... one ose - 
3. Envelopes eee age eee oa 

Prints, engravings, and labels of all kinds 
[ lithographs, chromos, chromotypes, helio- 
gravures, phototypes, photographs, c.), 
with or without scalloped or serrated 
edges, on paper or cardboard, black or in 
colours, even gold or silver, or decorated 
with gold or silver, varnished or not* | 

Books— 

Printed— 

(1) In Italian, in loose sheets or 
simply stitched ... oe one 

(2) In other languages [or with 
mixed text, Italian and other 
languages*| in loose sheets or 
simply stitched - 

(3) Bound in any mannerj— 
Books of devotion... 
Other books 


1 |Ruled 


. |Per100 25 00 


Lire. cts. 


40 % of duty 


13 00 
Unruled 6 00 
13 00 


Free. 


(Mostiy)10 00 


Free, 
0 50 
1 00 


20 
25 


00 
00 


~ 


oy | 


00 
15 00 


Free. 


20 00 








20 00 


Lire. cts. 


50 00 


No change 
4 00 


Free, 


10 909 


No change. 


99 


17 £0 

22 50 
No change, 

12 50 


No change. 


15° 00 
20 00 





* Words in square brackets added in new Treaty. 
+ Bound books included under No, 196 may have ornaments of common metal, 
even gilt or silvered, without any addition being made to the duty on that 
[ At present books bound in ivory, tortoiseshell, mother-of-pearl, &c., or 
with ornaments of precious metals, pay 150 lire per 100 kilogs. }. 
Cardboard cases (even covered with paper) containing bound books, are dutiable 
at the conventional rates applicable to the books they contain. 


account. 


dutiable at the rate of 70 lire per 100 kilogs. ]. 


[At present 
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Rate of Duty per 100 kilogs. 

















_ Description of Articles. 
. From 
At present. | 14 July. 
Books—cont. 
(5) Not printed (registers)— Lire cts. Lire cts. 
(1) In loose sheets or bound in 
cardboard, even with corners and 
backs of cloth ; 22 00 | Nochange. 
Ez (2) Bound in cardboard covered 
with cloth, even with corners and 
backs of leather 36 00 i 
Kez 199 | Hides and skins— 
iw (Cc) Tanned without the hair and unfinished— 
(2) Other than sheepskin and goat- 
skin, [ entire* | 25 00 ~ 
Ex (d) Tanned without the hair and finished— 
(3) Other than glove leather (kid 
or lambskin) or than sole leather 70 00 - 
Ex 205} Cork soles, even covered with tissues, 
hemmed or bordered ; and felt soles Not stated. 40 00 
206 | Leather transmission belts, finished [and 
sewn* ]... ove 85 00 | Nochange. 
Ke 211 | Cast-iron— 
xv (bd) Rough castings— 
Ex (1) Radiators, heating pipes, and 
boilers, for heating, of cast-iron, 
even with decorations formed in 
the casting .. 8 00 6 00 
Lx (2) Articles other than for fur- 
niture or for household use or | 
ornament, hea 4 kilog. and 
upwards*] .. 5 00 | Nochange. 
Ex (c) Castings, planed, turned, ‘or otherwise 
wrought— 
Ex (2) Articles other than for fur- 
niture or for domestic use or 
ornament, pening 4 kilog. and 
upwards* ] ... 7 00 99 
Ex (d)(1) Cooking stoves and gas “heating-appa- 
ratus, of cast-iron, even with fittings 
of other metals ... 18 00 13 00 
Ex 217 | Hinges of iron, simply wrought 10 00 10 00 
b 
zs fs Iron and steel of second manufacture— 
Ez (6) Healds or heddles of steel], and heddle- 
(2) reeds fitted with steel heddles, even 
tinned, zinced, or nickelled 17 25f 17 25 
Ex (b) Cans for carrying milk, &c., and milk 
(3) pans, tinned... 17 25 1£ 00 
Ad (b) | Note-——The duty on household vessels and 
(4) utensils of enamelled iron is not to be 
raised above 35 lire per 100 kilogs. 
Ez 219 | Steel springs for weaving looms, even zinced, 
nickelled, tinned, or coppered{f ... 18 00 14 09 
222 (c) | Files and rasps having a length (not in- 
cluding the handle)— 
(1) Exceeding 30 cm. eee 13 00 | No change. 
(2) From 15 to 30 cm. eee 15 00 - 
(3) Less than 15 cm. 20 00 








* Words in square brackets added in new sieaay. 


+ If nickelled, 30 lire. 
t Such springs are to be dutiable at the 14 lire rate even when they are capable 


of being used for other purposes. 
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AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


The semi-official Austrian ‘ Fremden-Blatt” for the 8th inst. 
states that the Commercial Treaties now in 
existence between Austria-Hungary, Russia, 
Belgium, and Servia have been denounced by 
Treaties with the first-named State, and that they will 


Russia, Belgium 
end tervia. Seerere expire on the 1ldth February, 


Denunication of 
Commercial 





HAITI. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
:, a copy of a revised edition of the Customs 
wn + ee Tariff and Customs Regulations of Haiti, 

which has recently Ming published by the 
Haitian Government. 

The Tariff has been entirely re-cast, and the wording thereof 
altered in many particulars. ‘The actual rates of duty, however, 
do not appear to have been altered to any great extent. The 
following are among the alterations of most importance to British 
trade :— 











Rate of Duty according to 
Articles. 
Old Tariff. New Tariff. 
Gourde* cts. Gourde™ cts, 
Casimir of wool or cotton, twilled, full J Wael nd 7s Ell 0 20 
width or less we ‘ns Mr | cotton) ! 12 
Crépe, broad .. - ...| Hl 0 06 - 0 08 
Cotton drill, fine, 30 inches or less noe BP: 0 O04 )}) 0 04 
™ ordinary, 30 inches or less...| __,, 0 O03|f ” 
Cotton or cotton and linen trouserings, up 
to 30 inches me ccs an one Various rates. ms 0 04 
Flannel, 30 inches and less nisi wo} Bll 0 06 ee 0 08 
Muslin, '26 inches and upwards ... oe (2) 0 06 i 0 65 . 
Oxford, from 26 to 30 inches oa a 2 0 04 in 0 03 
,, above 30inches... Not stated. - 0 04 
Percale (cambric), fine and ordinary, 30 ] 
inches and less... Ell 0 06 0 06 
Percale (cambric), very common, 30 inches " 
and less... eve 9 0 04 
Siam croisé (grey domestics), up to 80 
inches mae a (7) 90 O13 9 0 02}. 
Handkerchiefs, imitation Madras... ...| Dozen 0 30 Dozen QO 50 - 
“ of muslin (organdi), white 
or coloured ini vee ase oes ” 0 37 . 0 50 
Towels one — one nee sie Not stated. a 1 00 . 
Iron nails... oes oe eee .--| 110 lbs. 0 75); 110lbs. 1 00 











NoTEe.—E]ll = 44 inches. 

* The nominal value of the gourde is 4s. 2d. 

The duties stated in the table have to be increased by surtaxes of 50 per cent. 
and 334 per cent., and by a further surtax of (levied in American gold) 25 per 
cent. levied in gold on the aggregate duties leviable (7.e., tariff duties + the two 
surtaxes already mentioned). 


A copy of the revised Tariff may be seen -by persons interested 
on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., any day 
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. 
and 1 p.m.). 


SE 
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AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, a 
Sea-earringe cf . PY of an Act relating to the sea-carriage of 
Goods Act, 1904. goods (No. 14 of 1904) which was assented to 
by the Commonwealth Government on 15th 

December last, and came into force on Ist January, 1905. 

The Act only applies in relation to ships carrying goods from 
any place in Australia to any place outside Australia, or from 
one State to another State, and in relation to goods so carried, or 
received, to be so carried, in those ships. 
~ The Act does not apply to any bill of lading or document made 
before the 30th June, 1905, in pursuance of a contract or document 
entered into before 17th November, 1904. 

The following clauses are prohibited from insertion in any bill of 
lading or document :— 

(a) Whereby the owner, charterer, master or agent of any ship, or 
the ship itself, is relieved from liability for loss or damage to goods 
arising from the harmful or improper condition of the ship’s hold, 
or any other part of the ship in which goods are carried, or arising 
from negligence, fault, or failure in the proper loading, stowage, 
custody, care, or delivery of goods received by them or any of 
them to be carried in or by the ship; or 

(b) Whereby any obligations of the owner or charterer of any ship > 
to exercise due diligence, and to properly man, equip and supply the 
ship, to make and keep the ship seaworthy, and to make and keep 
the ship’s hold, refrigerating and cool chambers, and all other parts 
of the ship in which goods are carried fit and safe for their recep- 
tion, carriage, and preservation, are in any way lessened, weakened 
or avoided ; or 

(c) Whereby the obligations of the master, officers, agents, or 
servants of any ship to carefully handle and stow goods, and to care 
for, preserve, and properly deliver them, are in anywise lessened, 
weakened or avoided. 

The Act also provides that— 

(1) In every bill of lading with respect to goods, a warranty shall 
be implied that the ship shall be, at the beginning of the voyage, 
seaworthy in all respects and properly manned, equipped, and 
supplied. | 

(2) In every bill of lading with respect to goods, unless the 
contrary intention appears, a clause shall be implied whereby, if 
the ship is at the beginning of the voyage seaworthy in all respects 
and properly manned, equipped, and supplied, neither the ship nor 
the owner, master, agent, or charterer shall be responsible for 
damage to or loss of the goods resulting from :— 

a) Faults or errors in navigation ; 
(b) Perils of the sea or navigable waters ; 
(c) Acts of God or the King’s enemies ; 
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AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALT H—continued, 


(d) The inherent defect, quality, or vice of the goods ; 

(¢) The insufficiency of package of the goods ; 

(f) The seizure of the goods under legal process ; 

(g) Any act of omission of the shipper or owner of the goods, 
his agent or representative ; 

(h) Saving or attempting to save life or property at sea; or 

(i) Any deviation in saving or attempting to save life or pro- 
perty at sea. 


The ‘‘ Victoria Government Gazette” of 23rd November, 1904, 
publishes a revised scale of wharfage charges 
payable on the import of produce and merchan- 
dise at ports in the State of Victoria outside the 
port of Melbourne. 

The “ Journal of Commerce ” (Melbourne) of 
3rd January publishes a similar scale of charges, adopted and 
ordered by the Melbourne Harbour ‘Trust, and approved by the 
Governor in Council, which is to be enforced at the port of Mel- 


bourne. 


The ‘‘ Gazette” and “‘ Journal” may be seen at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, . 
E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Satur- 
days, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


COSTA RICA. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office, from H.M. 
Consul at San José (Mr. F. Nutter Cox); 
linens thi forwarding translation of a Decree, ratified: by: 

q-. Congress on 28th December, 1904, embodying 
yoo amare the terms of an agreement made between the 

: ‘oon & 1G Government of Costa Rica and the Costa Rica 

a Railway Company. 

The Government reserve the right to construct, for their account 
and whenever convenient, any piers at Limon, or to authorise 
others to construct them. The Company may freely construct 
new piers which, like the present one, will be regarded as their 
own property. : 

The Company admit the right of the Government to grant’ 
concessions for the construction of new lines throughout the 
district served by the railway without allowing them to exercise 
first option in such cases, and therefore withdraw their opposition ' 
to the concession for a line between Limon and Banana River, 
granted to Messrs. Schutt, Hoadley & Co., of New York, and to 
that granted to the Tropical Trading and Transport Company for 
the branch line called ‘‘ La Luisa.” 


Revised Scale 
of Wharfage 
Charges at Ports 
in Victoria. 





Agreement 
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The Government grant to the Company, for the term of 
25 years, the right to develop, by branch lines, a tract of waste 
lands within certain specified boundaries. 

The Company undertake to construct branch lines opening up 
lands suitable for the cultivation of bananas, at the rate of not less 
than 8 kilom. per annum, commencing such works within two 
years from the date of the ratification of the Decree by Congress. 
The Company are granted exemption from export taxes on bananas 
for a term of ten years. 

The translation may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any 
day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 am. 
to 1 p.m.). 





MINERALS, METALS, AND MACHINERY. 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


The following tables, showing the output of coal and other minerals 

in the United Kingdom at mines worked under 

Output of the Coal and Metalliferous Mines Regulations 

Mines. Acts during the year 1904, with comparative 

figures for the preceding year, are extracted 

from an advance proof (subject to correction) of the Mines and 

Quarries General Report and Statistics for 1904, copy of which has 
been received at the Board of Trade from the Home Office :-— 


I.—Output of Minerals under the Coal Mines Regulations Acts. 











-a 1903. 1904. 

: Tons, Tons, 
Barytes .. neq vee nee ace occ a — 4,459 
Coal... ..| 230,324,295 | 232,411,784 
Clay and shale other than fire- waned ‘and oil 1 shale... 219,018 272,349 
Fire-clay eee , 2 ee ose 3,066,835 3,043,945 
Igneous rock ... ini —_ ote “oe - 2.646 804 
‘Iron pyrites ... wae _ _ cee eve 6,909 7,511 
Ironstone oon set one eae eee oe 7,473,236 7,557,733 
Limestone bee ose ove eee see oes 38,514 37,569 
Oil shale ved oe sans 2,009,602 2,333,062 

Sandstone (i neluding ‘ * Ganister my — ~ 102,540 106,99%* 

Total ose oes eis | 243,243,586 245,775,315 











* The quantity of ganister obtained was 91,868 tons, 
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II.—Output of Minerals under Metalliferous Mines Regulation Act. 























——— 1903. 1904, 

| Tons. Tons. 
a ee eee 23,671 21,130 
Clay and shale.. wu ous see see _ 112,848 115,892 
Gold ore aes an ok ite _ ‘nil 28,600 23,203 
Gypsum... tis Me | 176,980 195,665 
Igneous rocks ... va - -_ wel seal 90,236 94,255 
Tron ore... anh dake ales 0 4 oe i | 1,605,148 1,60%,855 
Lead ore ile pas nod wd in 26,355 26,371 
ee EP ene caer! eh 510,828 
Rock salt _ ou ye _ oes sail 167,769 187,828 

Sandstone one woe nine ote ons sal 183,520 192,284+ 

Slate... ro ea jis bi diss Be 164,278 168,278 
Zinc ore... one oon a wwe on oa 24,888 27,655 
Other minerals ove ose i os — 66,329 79,092 
Total ... 00. se se, nee | «8,248,683 «| «= 8,246,386 





7 Including 2,668 tons of ganister. 


It must be borne in mind that the above figures do not in all 
cases represent the total production of minerals during the year. 
large quantities of several important minerals such as iron ore, 
limestone, sandstone, slate, clay, &c., are obtained from quarries 
under the Quarries Act, and from other open workings, the returns 
from which are not yet available. The totals for coal and the ores 
of copper, lead, and zinc may, however, be regarded as substanti- 
ally complete. 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH—TASMANIA. 


With reference to the table published on p. 317 of the “ Board of 

Mi 1 Trade Journal” of 17th November last, the 

nal following figures, showing the production of 

minerals in Tasmanian mines during the quarter 

ended 30th September, 1904, have been received from Mr. E. A. 

Nowell, Clerk of the Executive and Legislative Council of 
‘Tasmania :— 














Quarter ended 30th 

September, 1904. 
Quantity. Value. 

; Ozs. Fo 
Gold (fine) ... smb ond bee ane wee bee 16,755 71,170 

Tons. 

Silver-lead ore one ve ons one sy obs 14,237 58,991 
Blister copper “ai oes —_ one one one 2,044 138,685 
Tin ore we aiid wns one one ont nae 869 66,798 
Iron ore és Se ae iueh ond “ae “a 2,000 800 
Coal ... rom one one jon ein om ot 30,890 17,757 
Flux ore one tie ses one wid ons cvs 3,133 1,523 











Total value... ‘in _ £ — ; 355,7 724 
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Minerals, Metals, and Machinery. 





The foregoing are official figures supplied by the Government: 
Geologist, and he explains that in consequence of the Common- 
wealth having ceased to compile returns of ore exported, it is not 
possible to compare these figures with those for the previous 
periods. 





CAPE COLONY. 


The following particulars of the export of diamonds from Cape 
Colony to the United Kingdom and other 
































ee countries during the year ended 31st December, 
1904 1904, as compared with the preceding year, 
have been received from the Agent-General for 
the Cape of Good Hope :— 
1903. 1904. 
Vestination. ¥ senate Us 
Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 
j | = 
| Carats. £ | Carats. £ 
United Kingdom ... _...|_ 2,656,587 | 5,382,517 | 2,582,096 | 5,361,797 
Other countries ...  ...| 88,031 90,173 49,782 158,946 
Total ... | 2,694,618 | 5,472,690 | 2,631,878 | 6,520,743 














UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The American Iron and Steel Association have received from the 
manufacturers statistics of the production of 


ieitauan en ta : 4 = rg of pig-iron in the United States 

According to the “ Bulletin” of the Association for the Ist 
February, the total production was 16,497,033 tons against 
18,009,252 tons in 1903, 17,821,307 tons in 1902, and 15,878,354 
tons in 1901. The following table gives in half-yearly periods the 
production of pig-iron in the last four years :— 











Periods. 1901. 1902. 1903. 1904. 

Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 

First half ...  ...  ...| 7,674,613 | 8,808,574 | 9,707,367 | 8,178,438 
Second half ve wes 8,208,741 | 9,012,733 | 8,301,885 | 8,323,595 
Total ... —...| 15,878,354 | 17,821,307 | 18,009,252 | 16,497,033 

















The chief pig-iron producing States in 1904 were Pennsylvania, 
7,644,321 tons ; Ohio, 2,977,929; Illinois, 1,655,991, and Alabama, 
1,453,513 tons. 
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Minerals, Metals, and Machinery. 





Of the total iron produced last year, 14,931,364 tons were made 
with bituminous coal and coke as fuel; 1,228,140 tons with 
anthracite and mixed anthracite and coke, and 337,529 tons 
with charcoal. 

The division according to classes of iron made in 1903 and 1904 
was as follows -— 

















_—_—— 1903. 1904. 

Tons. Tons. 
Foundry and forge iron ... sai vy on .| 5,785,957 4,695,824 
Bessemer pig wea eve ane une in ..-| 9,989,908 9,098,659 
Basic pig... ons — bes whi ~_ ...| 2,040,726 2,483,104 
Spiegeleisen and ferromanganese one eee oes 192,661 219,446 
Total ... eee eee ows bee .--| 18,009,252 | 16,497,033 





The stocks of pig-iron which were unsold in the hands of 
manufacturers or which were under their control at the close of 
1904, and were not intended for their own consumption, amounted 
to 408,792 tons, against 591,438 tons at the close of 1903. 

The whole number of furnaces in blast on 31st December, 1904, 
was 261, against 182 on 31st December, 1903. 


BRAZIL. 
The ‘“ Diario Official” of 28th January publishes a Decree, 
authorising the Minister of Industry, Railways, 
and Public Works to expend 250,000 milreis 
(about 12,583/.) on surveys and other works in 
connection with the development of the coal 





Measures for the 
Development of 
Coal Mines. 


mines of Brazil. 





CHINA. 


See p. 347 for a notice relative to the discovery of gold in the 


“ae . 
Gold Discovery in Province of Shantung. 


Shantung. 





AGRICULTURE, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
—— from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 
the week ended the 18th February, 1905, were 


as follow:— 
Wheat... _ ose coe |e Oe 
Barley... ose ove oe 208. 2d, 
Oats _ “a wee ©6168, 9d, 


For further particulars see p. 380. 
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Agriculture. 





UNITED KINGDOM—ceentinued. 


A statement is published on p. 381, showing the quantities of 
. the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
pantertpeentp imported into the United Kingdom during the 
cultural Produce. ook ended the 18th February, 1905, as well 


as of the imports during the corresponding week of 1904. 
FRANCE—INDO-CHINA. 


According to a statement published in the ‘‘ Dépéche Coloniale” 
of 15th February, the exports of rice from 
itl iatnael Saigon during 1904 amounted to 875,675 tons, 
we as compared with 589,233 tons in 1903, an 
increase of 286,442 tons; 232,180 tons were 
exported to France, 245,222 tons to Hong Kong, and 176,108 tons 
to the Philippines, as compared respectively with 87,665 tons, 
197,433 tons, and 203,217 tons in the preceding year. 


SPANISH WEST AFRICA. 


See p. 344 for reference to an announcement relative to the 
submission of tenders for the exploitation, 
by private companies, of the whole or part 
of the Spanish West African Possessions. 





Export of Rice 





Exploitation of 
Spanish Colonies 
in West Africa. 





MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


A report published in the “ Labour Gazette”* of 16th February, 
State of the based on 4,422 returns, viz. : 3,060 from Em- 
Labour Market in ployers, or their Associations, 1,294 from Trade 
Unions, and 68 from other sources, states that 
January, 1005. employment in January was better than in 
December. There was some improvement in the shipbuilding 
industry, the engineering trades (especially in the shipbuilding 
centres), and the pig iron, coal mining and boot and shoe trades. 
The cotton and tinplate trades continue to be fully employed. 

As compared with a year ago employment in most trades showed 
some improvement, especially the cotton, woollen, pig iron, tin- 
plate and iron and steel industries. In the building, printing and 
furnishing trades there has, however, been no recovery. 

In the 270 Trade Unions, with an aggregate membership of 
578,910, making returns, 39,315 (or 6°8 per cent.) were reported 
as unemployed at the end of January, 1905, as compared with 7:6 
per cent. in December, 1904, and 6°7 per cent. at the end of 
of January, 1904. 


* For list of principal contents of the * Labour Gazette,” see p. 382. 
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7 ———— — — = ——E $e 


UNITED KINGDOM—continued. 


The following statement shows the quantity and value of fish 
landed:on the English and Welsh, Scotch, and 

wind ay or i Trish Coasts during the month of January, 
ees 1905, compared with the corresponding period 


of the year 1904 :— 








| January, 1905. | January, 1904. 


—_—_——— | 
j { 





' Quantity. | Value. | Quantity.| Value. 


| 























England and Wales— Cwts. | £ | Cwts. £ 
Fish, excluding shell fish... ...| 477,003 | 452393 | 548,282 435,808 
Shell fish... inn Se | | 19,089 | —- 19,808 

Total value... eR Yrs ee 455,616 

Scotland— | | 
Fish, excluding shell fish... -+| 280,328 137,402 325,104 155,612 
Shell fish... ™ on dent — 4,231 = 4,486 

Total value... 90... el 141,633 — 160,098 

Ireland— | | 
Fish, excluding shell fish... | 18,068 | 9,935 24,016 11,037 
GE cm ke ee ee 635 - 560 











Watt waleecs <<! inde hes ax 12 RAT in! we 11,597 





NOTE.—AlII the above figures are subject to correction in the ‘Annual Returns. 

The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 16th February, 

Cotton Statistics. 1905, was 94,563 (including 22 bales British 
West African), and the number imported during 

the 7 weeks ended the 16th February was 792,332. As regards 

exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 16th February, 

1905, 6,832 bales and for the 7 weeks, 86,170. 

For further details see p. 380. 


CAPE COLONY. 


The “ Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette” of, 31st January 
Prepened publishes the text of a Bill to amend the 
poser aan Law relating to fisheries, and to provide for 
Fisheries Law. the safeguarding of the fishing industry within 
Cape Colony and the protection of certain fish. 
The ‘‘Gazette” may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, EC. any 
day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.). 
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FRANCE—-SENEGAL. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 

Brest—Dakar  _ Lomsu!l at_Dakar (Capt. C. F. Cromie) reporting 

Cable that the Brest—Dakar cable was announced to 

be inaugurated on the 2nd February, the cable 

being landed at Yof Bay instead of Dakar itself, and the land line 
from Dakar to the former place used for the present. 


SPAIN. 


The United States Consul at Malaga in a recent report states 
Palm-Leaf Hat _ — hat a at a —_ 
Trust of Malaga. ave ior years past engaged 1n almost daily 

commercial strife while purchasing hats from 
the rural makers, have formed a combination, with the result that 
one price prevails for the different grades instead of several as 
heretofore. The export of these hats to New York (said to be 
their only market) numbers between 3,000,000 and 4,000,000 a 
year. ‘They are made from the narrow leaf of the’ palm grown in 
the adjacent country districts, where thousands of families are, 
from January to December, engaged in working the leaf into 
shape. 

Prior to the formation of the ‘trust,’ hats were sold to the 
highest bidder, but under the present arrangement one house buys 
all of them at a fixed price and divides with other dealers. The 
combination pertains, however, only to the purchase of the hats, 
each merchant offering them to New York buyers at his own 


figure. 








GREECE. 


A despatch on the subject of the rise in the exchange value of the 
a Greek drachma has been received at the Foreign 
a 5° Office from the British Delegate on the Inter- 
Value of . : . Sie 
G national Financial Commission at Athens (Mr. 
reek Drachma. 37 p 4 ) 
. P. Harvey). 


After noting the average course of exchange as follows :— 
1900, 164 drachmas; 1901, 165 dr.; 1902, 162 dr; June, 1908, 
158 dr.; September, 1903, 154 dr.; December, 1903, 146 dr. ; 
March, 1904, 143 dr.; and June, 1904, 130 dr., Mr. Harvey 
writes—“ In July, 1904, this rapid fall was checked, and there 
was a certain reaction, the rate of exchange rising temporarily to 
137, but falling again in October to 134, about which point it has 
since remained fairly steady. 

‘‘In Greece there is a rigid limit to the amount of currency 
which may be issued ; every year there is a slight contraction in 
the limit by the withdrawal of 2,000,000 drachmas of notes, about 
14 per cent. of the whole. This being insufficient to produce 
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within a few months a substantial increase in the value of the 
drachma, the chief causes of the recent rise must be sought in an 
improved balance of payments. 

‘They may be stated in their broad outlines with some confi- 
dence, though it is impossible to appreciate the precise share which 
each has had in the common result :— 

‘1. The good crop of 1903, and in a less degree that of 1904, 
largely diminished the import of cereals into Greece in the second 
half of 1903 as well as during 1904. Coupled with a fall in the 
price of wheat during part of the same period, this cause must 
have reduced the gold payments of Greece by some 10,000,000 fr. 
or 15,000,000 fr. 

“2. Remittances of Greek emigrants in America introduced 
into Greece during 1903 sums amounting to some 20,000,000 fr. 
This is in the main a new feature in the balance of payments. 
The remittances appear, however, to have considerably diminished 
in 1904. 

“3. The attention of French speculators has recently been 
turned to the industrial and banking securities of this country, 
and relatively large purchases have “been made. The sum of 
20,000,000 fr. is mentioned as representing the amount of the 
remittances of the last few months to this country on account of 
these securities, but I am unable to vouch for its correctness. 

“It may here be remarked, lest it be thought that an undue 
importance is attached to factors which can be measured by such 
small sums, that the whole currency of the country—+.e., the total 
sum of paper money whose exchange value is subject to the in- 
fluence of the above factors—amounts to less than 150,000,000 dr. 
and. . . . constitutes the sum total of the medium of exchange 
available in this couutry, credit being practically unknown. Again, 
the total export trade of this country, the main item in the balance 
of payments, is only valued at about 80,000,000 fr. per annum, so 
that it is not surprising that an increase of 20,000,000 fr. in the 
receipts or a decrease of 10,000,000 fr. in the payments should 
have very appreciable consequences . . 

“There is little doubt that the rise in exchange of the last two 
years, aided by the more or less temporary and exceptional con- 
ditions set forth . . . . has been in excess of that warranted 
by any permanent improvement in the country’s economic situation 
and in excess of what the best interests of the country require.” 


MOROCCO. 
In his report on the trade of Tangier and District for the year 
Sonttn of Genaten 1903 (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,322), the 
oat Bins 4 British Vice-Consul at Tangier (Mr. Wyldbore 
Smith) gives the following table to i the 
proportion of the trade obtained by the United Kingdom, France, 
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Spain, Germany, and Austria-Hungary at the Ports of Tangier 
and Laraiche :-— 

















Imports. | Exports. 
Country. jt | a anes 
1902. | 1903, 1902. | 1903. 
| , | 
Per cent. Percent. | Percent. | Per cent. 
United Kingdom ... - 514 47 | 324 a4) 
France aon ioe vo 25% 29 | 93 | 133 
Spain it 1 ak Bead 6 6 423 | 37 
Germany ... _ sei 34 43 | l 2} 
Austria-Hungary ... 200 54 | 43 — | — 
| 


i 





It will be seen from this table that French trade, both export 
and import, made more progress during the year under review 
than any other country. 

German trade seems to be gradually retrieving its position, 
which is, to a great extent, owing to cheap freights on German 
lines and cheap handling at the German ports of discharge. 

The total values of the imports and exports at the ports of 
Tangier, Laraiche, and Tetuan during the years 1902 and 1903 
were as follow: 


























Imports. | Exports. 
| 
Country. —rcrun cre 
1902. 1903. | 1902. 1903. 
| | 
£ £ £ | £ 
Tangier shi ab eh 435,714 488.984 | 348,790 | 412,980 
Laraiche ... ... | 839,110 777,304 | 51,200 | 54,071 
1901. | 1901. | 
Tetuan* .... ahs ove 50,625 44.417 5,664 | 6,992 





* No returns were compiled for the year 1902. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 

Trade of Consul at Galveston (Mr. H. D. Nugent), 

: forwarding the following particulars of the 

Garverpen IR T006. | ade: of that port during 1904, as compared 
with the previous year :— 




















— | 1908. 1904. 
£ £ 
Imports se -— nee one _ sei 275,465 591,405 
Exports “eo cee dno bile wal .-.| 28,633,713 25,212,510 
28,909,178 25,808,915 
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As regards foreign imports into Galveston no details, says Mr. 
Nugent, are yet to be had, but there has been a substantial 
increase during 1904. ‘Trade with Mexico has been largely 
developed and the imports thence have correspondingly increased. 
They consist chiefly of sisal grass, ixtle and other fibres. Cement 
and rails have been the largest item from Europe, but there have 
also been imported considerable quantities of champagne, other 
wines and liquors, toys, preserved fruits and vegetables, preserved 
fish, crockery and glass. 





BRAZIL. 


With reference to the notice on p. 131 of the ‘ Board of Trade 

Revistration of Journal ” of 20th October respecting a new Law 

1 ns de Marks regarding the registration of trade marks in 

‘ Brazil, the “ Diario Official” of 27th January 

publishes the text of the regulations issued by the Brazilian 
Government for carrying that Law into effect. 


The “Diario” may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any 
day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.). 





URUGUAY. 


According to the ‘“ Monte Video Times” of 14th January, the 
; ‘“ Frigorifico Uruguayo” frozen meat establish- 
Opening of ment, referred to by H.M. Consul at Monte 
Frozen Meat Video in his report for 1908 (Foreign Office, 
Establishment. = 4 nnual Series, 3,245), was opened at the 
beginning of the present year. The Consul remarked that the 
gain to Uruguay to be thus enabled to export its own frozen meat 
to Europe, instead of being obliged, as hitherto, to have recourse 
to the freezing establishments in the Argentine is obvious. 


According to the “ Montevideo Times” of 10th January, the pro- 

visional figures of the Customs, receipts of 

eeererel Uruguay for the year 1904 are 8,997,199 dols. 

Receipts. (1,914,300/.) The figures for 1903 amounted 

to 10,317,022 dols. (2,195,1111.), so that last year’s figures show a 

falling-off of 210,811. This decrease, it is stated, is due to the 
disastrous effects of the revolution. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 


at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 7 Weeks ended 16th February, 1905. 



































Week ended 7 vee Week ended 7 —— 
— 16th Feb., 16th Feb. || 16th Feb. | 14h Feb 
1905 Be 1905 _— 
. 1905, . 1905, 
IMPORTS. EXPORTS, 
(Bales.) (Bales.) 
No. No, No. No. 
American oes eve - 76,502 672,508 4,995 63,681+ 
Brazilian eee eee oe 893 6,864 — 328 
East Indian ... eco a 1,669 11,198 898 2,958 
Egyptian... eee ee 13,693 85,827 795 18,772 
Miscellaneous ccc ee 1,806* 15,935 144 431 
Total _ _ 94,563 792,332 6,832 86,170 




















* Including 22 bales British West African. 


tT Corrected figures. 





Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 18th February, 1905, and 
corresponding weeks of the seven previous years pursuant to the Corn 
Returns Act, 1882. 











Average Price. 

Wheat. Barley. Oats. 

s 4d. a «& & dd, 

Week ended 18th February, 1905 | 80 5 | 2 2] 16 9 
Corresponding week in—- 

i. wm ww «= ws a 8 £1 6€iw se 

1899 see eee eee eee eee eee 25 7 26 7 ) 16 ll 

1900 eee eee see eee see eee 26 3 25 1 16 9 

1901 eee eee eee eee eee bao 26 1 25 0 17 7 

1902 eee see eee eee eee eee 27 1 26 ll 20 : 4 

1903 see eee see eee eee see 25 4 23 4 17 l 

1904 ... eee oe ove eve | 26 11 22 7 16 90 














* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, 


provides that where returns of 


purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
uther measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty [Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 


and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 


Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
18th February, 1905, together with the quantities imported in the 


corresponding week of the previous year. 








Week ended | Correspond- 
18th Feb., | tng Week in 
1905, 1904. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves Number. 12,772 10,050 
Sheep and lambs | - 9,688 8,675 
Swine _ ove a ow - _ — 
Horses ... ase as —< wa | . $28 451 
Fresh Meat :— 
Beef a.. ove eee ee eee ove Cwts. 118,082 101,152 
Mutton ... on om site san _ m 89,983 70,134 
Pork eee eee eee eee > b 14,768 18,468 
Salted or preserved meat : = 
Bacon Cwts. 132,963 112,978 
Beef ae om on ae i 8,871 2,399 
ee «< ) ot: a!) om | fe " 24,540 26,973 
Pork 1“ 5,976 §,951 
Meat, unenumer rated, salted or fresh - 11,936 10,905 
Meat, preserved otherwise than by salting... Mt 14,632 17,299 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Butter ... we ‘ans _ _ Cwts. 94,633 76,461 
Margarine reed - ee sie - 23,147 18,799 
Cheese ... ‘ mt 29,879 23,738 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums . —_ 106 
»» cream ja 93 117 
»» condensed - - 21,434 17,057 
»» preserved, other kinds.. : que we 43 324 
Eggs one oa ben on ose «| Grt. Hundr. 195,026 305,009 
eee 25,778 46,605 
Game oe - ins - 5,358 3,691 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) ine oon one Cwts. 2,699 4,711 
Lard 7 - : . 35,831 41,528 
Corn, grain, meal, and flour :— 
Wheat ... : “ one oe one Cwts. 1,558,600 1,280,300 
Wheat meal and flour ane ; “ 195,100 478,500 
Barley ... ove ana we se ane “ 375,200 636,300 
I hai aan: 4 Salta? Scola Cae Oo : 344,500 274,600 
, aaa a 32,390 24,800 
Beans one wes ane a a 62,490 19,030 
Maize or Indian corn . <<a oe . 657,700 851,600 
Fruit, raw :— 
Apples = a i Cwts. 89,270 107,752 
Apricots and peaches .. one ove one ‘ie 30 713 
Bananas i ne _ mn ««-| Bunches. 75,493 69,065 
Cherries . _ eas _ ons ase Cwts. — _ 
Currants... ese one ote eee - — — 
Gooseberries ... oon ove . — — 
Grapes ... coe eee eee . 515 117 
Lemons ... _ _ we _ ene a 17,560 24,053 
Oranges ... ove ne on oe ove - 173,527 163,034 
Pears mn ‘. 49 106 
FIGS wc cee - 25 130 
Strawberries... a — -: _— 
Unenumerated ... - 160 1,941 
Hay... wed oo wa Tons, 1,979 3 "384 
Straw om one oce rm one - 3,599 2111 
Moss Litter* sis _ eat ons “ 2,887 
Hops oe see” ede “able Cwts. 1,505 7,303 
Locust Beans... oe eee om 26,507 4,180 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Onions ... a ~ dain oe .--| Bushels, 101,177 165,846 
Potatoes ows ose wee eee Cwts. 38,262 229,682 
Tomatoes one eve ove ove ~ 21,946 9, 953 
Unenumerated .. wre nen fies Value £ 10,657 11, ‘571 
Vegetables, dried on _ _ wie Cwts. 1,183 4014 
Preserved by canning... =... ave ove - 6,303 5,104 














* Not shown in 1904. 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of January, 1905, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may ke purchased at a cost, in the present instance 
of 84d. per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon 
Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1903, in two volumes, 
may be purchased at a cost of 7s. 1d. for the first, and 5s. for 
the second volume, at any of the addresses enumerated above. 
This publication, which contains much more detailed and exhaustive 
information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, gives 
Abstract Tables for the years 1899-1903, and detailed statements 
of imports and exports of each article (from and. to each country) 
in the first volume, and in the second volume details as to customs 
duties, trade in coin and bullion, transhipments, and articles in 
bond, and particulars of the trade of the United Kingdom with 
each foreign country. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


The “Labour Gazette” is published by the Board of Trade 
on the 16th of éach month. The following are among the more 
important articles which appear in the February issue :—State of 
the Labour Market in January; Employment in- 1904; Trade 
Disputes in 1904; Wholesale Prices in 1904; Relief of the Un- 
employed. 

FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 

The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting sub- 
jects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual and Miscellaneous 
Series issued since the last number of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal.” 


No. 3,324. Supplementary ae oS ee and Shipping of Denmark 
or 








































Value of exports amounted 
to 27,461,000/., as compared 
with 24 918, 0002, i in 1902; and 
of imports to 32,400,000, as 
compared with 31,372,001. 

Prices for butter, eggs and 
bacon were lower during the 
whole year; the quantity ex- 
ported was much larger. 


Most of the maize and food- 
stuffs imported came from 
United States instead of from 
Russia as in 1902. 

Exports to United Kingdom 
have considerably increased. 

Statistics of shipping and of 
fishing trade ; tonnage of steam 
vessels has increased by about 
8 per cent. 
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No. 3,324. Finances of Belgium for the Years 1904-05. 


Budget statement for 1905 
shows that the progress of 
commercial prosperity con- 
tinues uninterruptedly. 

Treasury situation on lst 
January, 1904. 

Details of consolidated and 
floating debt. 

The consumption of alcohol 


imposition of a high duty in 
1903. 

The abolition of the duty on 
alcohol used in industry has 
brought two important indus- 
tries into existence; the pro- 
duction of ether and _ the 
manufacture of artificial silk. 

Tables showing growth of 















public debt and of national 


per head has been reduced 
revenue since 1840. 


from 8°45 to 5°37 litres by the 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Second Report by Mr. Wilson Fox on the Wages, Karnings, and 
Conditions of Employment of Agricultural Labourers in the United 
Kingdom, with Statistical Tables and Charts. [Cd. 2,376]. 
Price 28. 9d. 

This report, which has been prepared in the Labour Department 
of the Board of Trade, deals mainly with the rates of wages paid 
to agricultural labourers in the United Kingdom, and also with 
their total yearly earnings. Besides these subjects, which were 
also dealt with in the report published in 1900, the present report 
contains particulars as to the cost of living of farm labourers in the 
United Kingdom; information as to their hours of work and 
general conditions of labour, in the form of detailed statements 
furnished by pamper ; and anumber of additional records of the 
rates of wages paid for a long series of years on farms 1 in certain 
counties. 

Tife Assurance Companies’ Return, 1. Price 3s. 

This return, which is issued annually by the Board of Trade, 
contains statements of accounts and abstracts of actuarial reports 
of life assurance companies deposited at the Board of Trade during 
the year 1904, under section 10 of the Life Assurance Companies 
Act, 1870. The total number of companies dealt with in the 
summary of accounts is 96, of which 75 are classed as ordinary, 
12 as industrial, and 9 appear in both classes. The net amount of 
assurances in force, as shown by the last returns’ of companies, 
was 686,328,174. in ordinary, and 234,217,606/. in industrial 
business. 


Return of Tramways and Light Railways (Street and Road) 310. 
Price Gd. — , v8 


This return, which has been prepared in the Railway Department 
of the Board of Trade by order of the House of Commons, shows 
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the number of street and road tramways and light railways 
authorised by Act or Order, with the amount of capital authorised, 
paid up and expended ; the length of line authorised and the 
length open for the public conveyance of passengers, down to 31st 
December, 1903, in respect of Companies, and 3lst March, 1904, 
in respect of Local Authorities; the gross receipts, working 
expenditure, net receipts and application of net receipts; the 
number of passengers couveyed, quantity of electrical energy 
used, and the number of miles run by cars, during the year ended 
on the foregoing dates respectively ; together with the number of 
horses, engines, and cars at those dates. 

From the comparative tables prefixed to this return it appears 
that, as compared with 1878, the length of line has increased from 
269 miles to 1,840 miles in 1903- 4 ; “the capital expenditure from 
4,207,3501. to 46,401,444/.; the number of passengers carried 
from 146,000, 000 to 1,799 000, 000, and the net receipts from 


230,9561. to 2,912,1100. 


Railway Accidents. Return of Accidents and Casualties as 
reported to the Board of Trade by the several Railway Companies in 
the United Kingdom during the three months ending 30th September, 
1904. [Cd. 2,369.] Price 1s. 7d. 


These returns show that during the three months ending 30th 
September, 1904, 275 persons were killed and 1,778 injured on 
railways in the United Kingdom in the course of public traffic, the 
figures for the corresponding period of 1903 being 308 and 1,978 
respectively. 21 persons were killed and 2,934 injured during the 
three months ending 30th September, 1904, as compared with 29 
killed and 2,896 injured during the corresponding period of 1903, 
in accidents which occurred upon railway premises but in which 
the movement of vehicles used exclusively upon railways was not 
concerned. 

Reports by the inspecting officers, &c., of the Board of Trade 
upon certain accidents which were enquired into are appended to 
the returns. 








Feb. 23, 1905.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 385 





Government Publications. 





LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


THE following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
lst January, 1905, may be obtained from Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Fetter Lane, E.C. 

The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 





























No. Place. Price No. Place, Price 
EUROPE— | Russia : 
Belgium : | 628 | Cultivation of Tea in the' 
3325 | Belgium—Finances 1904-05) 1d. || Caucasus wo ue ane 4. 
| AFRICA— 
Denmark: 3321 | Somaliland Protec- 
3324 | Denmark (Supplemen- torate... -- 1903-04) 3d. 
tary) .. ss. «1 908} 3d, || 3322 |Tangier and District val hd. 
| AMERICA, NORTH— 
‘German Empire and Colonies : | United States of America: 
624 | Memorandum on German | 625 | Rice Industry inthe United 
Cement ax ese w| §d. || States one den aoe] 2. 
Italy: | | 626 | Iron and Steel Exhibits at 
3320 | Italy ... -_ ---1903) 14d.) the St. Lowis Exhibition ...| 24d. 
3323 | South Italy ... +1904) lid.|| 627 | United States Railways ...| 23d. 
| | 





Treaty Series. 
The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since the lst January, 
1905, may be obtained from the above-mentioned source :— 





No. Price. 


—— 








EUROPE— Russia : 
Agreement between the United Kingdom and Russia 
respecting Joint Stock Companies and other commercial, 


bo 


industrial, and financial associations oct ae ui 4d. 
WEST INDIES— Cuba: 
1 Accession of Cuba to arrangements respecting false indica- 
tions of origin on goods and the International Registration 
of Trade Marks ... oes “ne eee ace nas ues hd. 











— a 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 

The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued 
since lst January, 1905, may be purchased from Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Fetter Lane, E.C.:— 

Annual. 





No. Place. Price. 





— Cyprus ove eos oe eee eee eee eet ove 24d. 











Miscellaneous. 





No. Place. Price. 





29 Ceylon. Reports on the results of the Mineral Survey in 
1903-4... oe ove oe eee oes ove ose 24d. 
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The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board 


of Trade was established in 1899, in consequence of a report by a Depart 
mental Committee, with a view to meet the constantly increasing demand 
for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters in the 
interests of British trade, so far as it can be met by Government action, 
It is intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of 
commercial interest shall be collected and focussed in a form convenient 
for reference. In addition, it is the duty of the Branch, as far as the 
interests of British Trade permit, to afford information in reply to enquiries 
by traders on commercial matters. 

The office is housed at No. 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., and 
(subject to the Comptroller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and 
Labour Departments of the Board of Trade) is under the direction of 
Mr. T. Worthington. The Intelligence Branch endeavours, on application 
being made to it either personally or by letter, to supply information 
with regard to the following subjects, viz.: Commercial Statistics; 
Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and Customs Regulations; 
Lists of firms abroad engaged in particular lines of business in different 
localities; Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender; Sources of 
Supply, Prices, &c., of Trade Products; Forms of Certificates of Origin; 
Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers, &c., &c. 

In consequence of the transfer of the Imperial Institute to the Board 
of Trade from the beginning of 1903, the work formerly carried on by 
the Commercial Intelligence Offices of the Imperial Institute 1s now con- 
ducted by the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 


The Commercial Intelligence Branch is also in communication with 


the Imperial Institute at South Kensington, of which Professor Wyndham 
Dunstan, F.R.S., has been appointed director by the Board of Trade. 
Among the branches of work in charge of Professor Dunstan are the 
scientific investigation of the economic products of the British Empire 
with a view to their commercial utilisation, and the superintendence of 
the arrangement and classification of the Collection of these products 
which are exhibited at the Institute. From time to time samples and 
specimens of raw and manufactured products will be shown in the sample 
room at 73, Basinghall Street. 

The “Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence Branch and 
intended for general information is conveyed to the public. The 
“ Journal” is now issued weekly at the price of ld. Supplements to the 
“Board of Trade Journal” are issued quarterly, under the title of the 
“Imperial Institute Bulletin,” containing information and reports bear- 
ing on the work carried out in the Imperial Institute at South Kensington. 

CoMMERCIAL DEPARTMENT, BoARD oF TRADE. 


January, 1905. 








